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LOCAL AND INTERESTING WEB SITES

THE VILLAGES - Website and Facebook
Barr 	 www.barrvillage.co.uk/	 Barr Village
Barrhill 	 www.barrhill.org.uk	 Barrhill Folk Past and Present
Ballantrae Village 	 www.ballantrae.org.uk	 Information Ballantrae
Colmonell Village 	 www.colmonellvillage.co.uk	 Colmonell, South Ayrshire, Scotland
Pinwherry/Pinmore 	 www.2pins.org.uk	 2 Pins Community

LOCAL INFORMATION AND THINGS TO DO
Visit Scotland 	 www.visitsouthernscotland.co.uk
The Stinchar Valley 	 www.stincharvalley.co.uk
Peinn Mor Pottery 	 www.peinnmor.co.uk
Girvan Attractions 	 www.girvanattractions.co.uk
Galloway & S. Ayrshire Biosphere 	 www.gsabiosphere.org.uk
St Colmon Church 	 www.stcolmonparishchurch.org.uk
Ballantrae Church 	 www.ballantraeparishchurch.org.uk
Dark Sky Park 	 scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/galloway-forest-park/dark-skies

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT ORGANISATIONS
Ayrshire Rivers Trust 	 www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/cisp
The Southern Uplands Partnership 	 www.sup.org.uk
Scottish Red Squirrels 	 www.scottishsquirrels.org.uk
Scottish Natural Heritage 	 www.snh.org.uk
The Woodland Trust 	 www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
Forestry Commission 	 www.forestry.gov.uk
Scottish Environmental Protection 	 www.sepa.org.uk

USEFUL HELP WEBSITES
Ballantrae Medical Practice 	 www.ballantraemedicalpractice.co.uk
Public services all in one place 	 www.direct.gov.uk
Stagecoach 	 www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
Citylink Express Coaches	 www.citylinkonlinesales.co.uk
Scottish Water 	 http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/
Community Police Team email	 GirvanSouthCarrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Community Police Team 	 www.scotland.police.uk/your-community/ayrshire/south-ayrshire
Walking Blog 	 www.scottishhills.com/html/modules.php?name=Forums&file=viewtopic&t=23147
Walk Highlands 	 www.walkhighlands.co.uk/

USEFUL CONTACTS
Emergency Services (Police, Fire, Urgent Medical, Coastguard)......................................... 999
Police (non-emergency)........................................................................................................ 101
Coastguard, (non-emergency e.g. suspicious articles found on any beach)...................... 999
Accident & Emergency, Ayr Hospital.................................................................................... 01292 610555
Minor Injuries Unit, Girvan Community Hospital................................................................ 01465 712571
NHS 24 ................................................................................................................................... 111
Gas Emergencies ................................................................................................................... 0800 111 999
Scottish Power, Power Cut/Emergencies.............................................................................. 0800 0929290
Samaritans ............................................................................................................................ 0345 909090
Citizens Advice, Stranraer 10am-4pm Monday to Friday................................................... 01776 706355
Stagecoach, Ayr Depot......................................................................................................... 01292 613500
My Bus Rural, Door to door transport for Carrick. Mon - Sat 7am to 7pm....................... 0845 123 5656
SEPA Emergencies................................................................................................................. 0800 807060
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HOW TO SEND IN
YOUR ARTICLES AND
PICTURES
Please email articles and pictures to your community 
representative or to the address below.  If you do not 
have access to a computer you can post to Guildhall, 
Pinwherry, Girvan KA26 0RT Please remember to 
include your name, address and telephone number 
and let us know if you want anything returned.

When you are sending material by email 

Please send text as an attached Word or Open Office 
document with a minimum 11 size font.  Please 
do not insert photographs into the Word 
document.  Please attach them separately and 
name them.  Images should be high resolution (1MB) 
wherever possible.  If in doubt please speak to your 
community representative.

DEADLINE FOR WINTER 2019 – SUBMISSION OF 
ARTICLES TO REPS OR THE EDITOR IS 25th October 
2019 (business adverts 18th October)

DISTRIBUTION TO VILLAGES WILL BE W/C 02.12.2019

Thanks to Tog Porter for the cover image

EDITORIAL PANEL The Stinchar Valley Magazine is published by the voluntary editorial group with the valued 
support of the contributors, with the aim of supporting the community interest and local businesses. Please 
note The Editorial Team will consider all submissions and make the final selection of material for each issue. 
Are we doing a good job? Please let us know

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES AND EDITORIAL PANEL

Autumn 
Edition

	 Magazine Editorial 		  Stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

	 Pinwherry/Pinmore 	 Marie McNulty 	 mariemcnultyg@gmail.com

	 Ballantrae 	 Andy McAlpine	 andy.mcalpine@btinternet.com
		  Peter Newland	 peternewlands1@btconnect.com

	 Barr 	 Margaret Bunnett	 thebunnetts@btinternet.com

	 Barrhill 	 Linda Wild 	 linda.wild@gmail.com

	 Lendalfoot 	 Margaret Fleming 	 margaretfleming775@gmail.com

	 Colmonell 	 Margaret Robertson 		  Tel: 01465 881352
		  Howard Wilkinson 	 howard.wilkinson2@btinternet.com	 Tel: 01465 881260
	
	 Admin/Treasurer	 Marie McNulty	 mariemcnultyg@gmail.com 	 Tel: 01465 841168

NOTE FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM

We hope you will enjoy 
the Autumn 

2019 issue of the S
tinchar Valley 

Magazine. 

Once again, we’ve trie
d to bring 

you news of what’s be
en happening in 

the communities in th
e valley and the 

surrounding area... 

If you would like to s
ubmit something 

for a future edition, 
please contact 

a member of the Ed
itorial Team - 

their names can be f
ound below.
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Recommended Tradesman
Have you had a good job done? 
Drop us an email at Stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk and we can list them here.

TRADE	 NAME	 TELEPHONE	 MOBILE	 RECOMMENDER	 DATE

Window Cleaner	 Peter	 -	 07831499998	 Malcolm Pool	 03/19

Lawn Mower Repairs	 Derek Adams	 01465521524	 -	 Mike Chamberlain	 06/19	
& Servicing

COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETINGS IN THE VILLAGES
Community Councils bridge the gap between local authorities and communities, and help to make 
public bodies aware of the opinions and needs of the communities they represent. For more information 
go to: http://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/community-councils/

	 All meetings are open to the public

Ballantrae	 Last Tuesday of the month (except July & Dec) Public hall, start time 7pm

Barr	 7pm in the Village – Check village website for dates

Barrhill	 Last Wednesday of the month (except July, Sept & Dec) Memorial Hall

Colmonell & Lendalfoot	 4th Tuesday of the month (alternate months from Jan) Village Hall

Pinwherry & Pinmore	 3rd Thursday of the month Community Hall Pinwherry

LOCAL COUNCIL ISSUES - SOUTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL CONTACT CENTRE
Don’t wait for others to report issues, it may not be done! Telephone the Customer Services 
Team on 0300 123 0900 or send a Text message to 0797 1120 498. 

OUR ROADS 
If you are driving and spot a road hazard, for example: potholes, flooding, overgrown hedges 
or overhanging dead trees or anything else on the roads that has the potential to cause harm, 
loss or injury.

TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTION -

Contact Ayrshire Roads Alliance immediately by:

Telephone: 01563 503164 

or via their website: www.ayrshireroadsalliance.org - select roads for “Road 
Faults” or any other categories and complete and send form or by emailing: 
enquiries@ayrshireroadsalliance.org
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Want to advertise your business 
in the Stinchar Valley Magazine? 

Since the magazine began, we have been supporting local businesses with free business adverts. We want 
to continue to support local businesses but we have had to become more self-financing as a magazine.

There are two options now for business adverts in the magazines.

Option 1 Join our ‘Little Ads Club’ – (Exclusively for businesses within the Stinchar Valley villages of Barr, 
Barrhill, Pinmore, Pinwherry, Colmonell, Ballantrae and Lendalfoot)

For £10 a year you can have a credit card sized advert in the magazine in the winter, spring, summer and 
autumn editions or

For £20 a year you can have a double credit card advert in the magazine in the winter, spring, summer and 
autumn editions

Option 2 Have a larger paid advert in the magazine - This option is available to those businesses in the 
Stinchar Valley and others outside the area. It offers a reasonably priced option for businesses wanting a 
larger advertisement to promote their business.

Prices for an advert in one edition

•	 Half page £60

•	 Full Page £100

•	 All 4 centre pages £300

•	 Back page £150

Payment for all adverts is in advance.

If you wish to join the ‘Little Ads Club’ or would like a larger paid advert in the 
magazine please contact Marie McNulty for more information on:-  

stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk 
1
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Although I think it can be fairly said that summer 2019 
has been of mixed weather, I also think it safe to say that 
our corner of beautiful south-west Scotland has fared 
better than most and we have enjoyed some better days. 
I’m sure that our farmers and growers are better pleased 
with this year’s growing conditions. Here we are going 
in to Autumn and all that the season brings with it. The 
Harvest, autumn hues on the trees, shortening days and 
the children back at school (always a bonus). I do hope 
that our hard working teachers are rested and refreshed. 
However by the time you read this, The South Ayrshire 
Rural Forum will have taken place at Ballantrae and will 
have taken forward the views of our rural folks on all 
types of issues, from rural housing to tourism and from 
mobile phone connectivity to information technology 
as well as roads. This is a really important connection 
between our rural towns, villages and South Ayrshire 
Council and will feed through to a rural strategy for 
South Ayrshire. Your input is important and there will 
be another two rural meetings which will be advertised 

in due course. Information coming out of each meeting 
will also be publicised. 

Looking back a little I and many constituents enjoyed 
some of our fine village galas, the Lowland Gathering, 
music on the prom in Girvan, The RNLI Harbour Gala and 
The Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink. Many thanks to 
all concerned including supporters and sponsors for a 
magical summer.

I would just like to say a little about the Galloway and 
Southern Ayrshire Biosphere which lies around us and 
which we are a part of. Ed Forest, Marie McNulty, Joan 
Mitchell and of course the Board Members work hard to 
promote the benefits and opportunities of this Unesco 
designated Biosphere which promotes all that is good 
in the relationship between the land and its users, and 
highlights all of the wonderful diversity around us with a 
view to helping and promoting good practice, boosting 
tourism and shouting about the wonderful sustainable 
produce that we are proud of. We have already seen 
many small and fairly large businesses receive the 
Biosphere Accreditation Mark (look out for that) and 
now with the help of my colleague Alison Blair through 
Miss Sarah Blackie of Girvan Primary, we hope with the 
involvement of others to roll out exciting educational 
projects that will enthuse our youngsters with the sheer 
wonders on their own Biosphere doorstep. One last 
thing from me. Lately I have been very grateful to have 
been able to access our wonderful NHS I can say truly, 
we should all be pretty thankful for such a wonderful 
service.

Councillor Alec Clark

AN INDEPENDENT VIEW

I hope everybody had a good 
summer.  Now that it is over, 
it’s time to get ready for 
the Autumn. The Galas are 
over and I managed to get 
to most of them.  Everybody 
was enjoying themselves.  
Ballantrae and Girvan Flower 
Shows are past.  It was nice to 
see so many entries. It goes to 
show what people can grow.  
The Barrhill Show is the first 
weekend in September - let’s 
hope for a great show.

The Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink was a great 
success.  I wish it all the best for the future. The new 
Minister for Ballantrae and Colmonell will have been 
inducted into his new charge by the time you read 
this.  I hope he and his family enjoy their time in 
South Ayrshire.

The work on improving Barr Primary School is going 
ahead and it will be great to see it finished- a vast 
improvement - just like Ballantrae School. The new 
School at Sacred Heart in Girvan will be starting next 
year.

Villages can now apply for funding for Christmas 
Lights and the form is now available on the Council’s 
website. 

The Farmers will be busy with the harvest; the 
Churches and Schools will be getting ready for 
Harvest Thanksgiving and for the distribution of 
food and vegetables to the elderly.

I hope the weather stays fine for the Autumn.

All the best to everybody in the Stinchar Valley area.

Councillor Ian Fitzsimmons

COUNCILLOR IAN FITZSIMMONS
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At the time of penning this 
article, the sun is out and the 
summer has been excellent 
so far. The good weather 
has seen an increase in 
tourism with local beaches 
and the countryside full of 
people enjoying the good 
weather and our lovely part 
of the world.

The good weather held 
up for all of our Gala Days 
so far and they all seemed 
to go well (even with the 

midges late on at Pinwherry!). Barr enjoyed a good 
attendance and Colmonell the same. The Ballantrae 
Festival of Food & Drink was a fantastic event with 
many visitors commenting very favourably. Thanks 
to all the volunteers and exhibitors etc for all the 
hard work at all of these events and to everyone for 
attending. Hopefully there will be a good attendance 
at the Flower Shows.

We are fulfilling our commitment to education in 
South Carrick by refurbishing the schools at Barr and 
Ballantrae (which I attended the Official opening 
of) and work has commenced to build a new Sacred 
Heart School in Girvan.

Working with Pinwherry and Pinmore to progress a 
new Village Hall and Barrhill for a new Station Car 
Park all show that progress and partnership working 

with the community is bringing results. The Rural 
Forum has had good attendances at the meetings 
to date, highlighting rural issues. Please come along 
and raise your concerns.

Working with local companies and social enterprises 
has shown a growth in projects and enterprises which 
hopefully will see growth in small business, a better 
tourist offering and the retention of young people 
in the area.

My representational work on outside bodies is 
showing its merit attracting various organisations to 
visit the area and hopefully invest. I have continued 
my rounds of holding surgeries in all villages and 
attending as many meetings in the area as I can. It 
is vital to me that issues are raised and I am made 
aware of people’s needs and ideas.

Work on tackling rural fuel poverty and poverty in 
general is continuing with many initiatives, also work 
in tackling waste and environmental issues continues. 
The scourge of waste carelessly discarded and plastic 
pollution are areas that we can all make a difference 
to and, in my view must, to keep our area beautiful. 
We can all do our bit in protecting the planet.

I do hope that the autumn weather continues to be 
favourable and the harvest is brought in successfully.  
Thanks for reading this.

Councillor Peter Henderson SNP

COUNCILLOR PETER HENDERSON
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DISCOUNTED HEATING OIL 
& LPG COLLECTIVE

If you are resident in the Stinchar Valley, please 
join us in our collective effort for cheaper 
heating fuel. It costs nothing to take part. We 
aim simply to give ourselves more buying power 
in order to get a cheaper price for everyone on 
their heating fuel.

Visit the Colmonell village website for full details -
https://colmonellvillage.co.uk/energy

Martin Ramsay  
(Administrator - Colmonell Village Website )

Our First Exhibition 
When we set up the Stinchar Valley Photo Group we had the aim of encouraging 
more people to take more and appreciate photos. We also encourage people to 
use any form of equipment, whether it be taking photos on a phone, tablet, 
compact or DSLR camera. One of our main principles is not to be competitive, 
however we did agree to show off our work in a series of exhibitions.

The first exhibition was held, after many months preparation, over two days in 
July at Barrhill Memorial Hall. The most daunting task for many was choosing 
which of their images was suitable for inclusion, although this was made 
easier by support from group members. Many thought at the time choosing 
photos would be the hardest task not realising worse was to come. This came 
in the form of the evenings we spent battling with the mount cutter, although 
some seemed to rise to the occasion at this task, fortunately the images were 
professionally printed which was one less worry.

The night before the big day we spent some time in the hall deciding which 
was the best way to display 30 superbly mounted images. Over the two days 
we had a steady flow of visitors, who showed great interest in our work and 
kindly donated to Help for Heroes.  We all enjoyed the experience of displaying 
our photos and meeting new people, some of whom decided to join the group. 
Overall it was part of a learning curve that has given us ideas on how to improve 
on future exhibitions in Colmonell and Ballantrae. Watch out for details.

Getting out and about
During the winter months we have practical sessions and guest speakers but 
during the summer months we try to get out on “Club Nights” and at other 
times.  At the end of July six members visited the Scottish Industrial Railway 
Centre at Dunaskin, Waterside to photograph the trains, the characters who are 
the volunteers, the artefacts in the museum, the model railway and the rusted 
as-yet-unrestored rolling stock. 

We have members from Ballantrae, Barrhill, Pinwherry, Pinmore and Colmonell.  
We meet on the last Thursday of the month (except December).  If you are 
interested in taking pictures why don’t you come and join us? Contact Karen 
on: 01465 831717.

Stinchar Valley Photo Group
by Mark Hirst
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It is indeed humbling and honouring to be in the presence of one 
who was a part of such a huge victory of the Allied forces 75 years 
ago, and is both an incredible experience and a reminder that we 
cannot forget the sacrifices made by those who fought for our 
country on the beaches of D-Day. I never expected to have the 
privilege of speaking to someone who was up in the skies over 
D-Day – and I probably never will again – but it was indeed the 
opportunity of a lifetime. 

BARRHILL

The 6th June is a date sadly fading from our diaries, calendars 
and memories. On that day in 1944, one of the largest military 
missions was fulfilled – Operation Overlord – and the Allied 
invasion of Germany-occupied France began. The date is 
known as D-Day, taken from the military coding for operations 
taking place on “D-Day” at “H-Hour”. Proceedings were then 
taken as “D+1-Day, D+2-Day” etc., as the specific date for the 
operations was only decided at the last possible moment.
 
Thousands of soldiers, pilots, gunners, sailors, ground crew 
and more were killed on that day, and without their supreme 
efforts and sacrifice the world would be a very different place. 
However, there were survivors – and on the 6th June 2019, the 
75th anniversary of D-Day, I had the honour of meeting one of 
them.

Mr. Henry Gamper was a pilot in the Royal Air Force in World 
War Two. He flew Vickers Wellingtons and Warwicks, anti-
submarine/general reconnaissance aircraft. Mr Gamper was, in 
fact, one of the pilots to fly over D-Day itself. The aircraft shown 
in the picture was also one used on D-Day, shown by the hastily 
painted “invasion stripes” on the tail and wings – there to stop the 
Allied aircraft accidentally shooting each other down.

Despite his age and the crutches resting against the sides of 
his chair, Mr Gamper showed the vigour and enthusiasm of a 
man half as old as he. He was happy to talk with our sector 
commander, Squadron Leader Brian Wilson, Cadet Corporal 
Tyler Mitchell and myself Cadet Corporal Ethan Wild about 
his vast experience of the British skies and the aircraft which 
protected them, and it was a very educational experience for the 
three of us.

Remembering D-Day 
by Ethan Wild

Without the efforts of this man, and the thousands of others who 
were not so lucky, those who are no longer sound of mind and 
limb, and those who paid the ultimate sacrifice, we would not be 
here. You would not be sitting here, reading this article. But some 
of them are left, and we should honour them for all they have 
done for this country and for the world, and the sacrifices they 
have made.
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Creeside Escape Shepherd’s Hut is experiential, sustainable 
and close to nature with plenty of fresh air, dark starry 
skies, peace and quiet to enjoy whilst staying in a 
traditional shepherd’s hut on our working farm.
 
On 30th June 2019 we had the honour of winning the Theo 
Paphitis Small Business Sunday. The #SBS competition runs 
weekly on Twitter, where small businesses tweet @TheoPaphitis 
and describe their businesses. Every Monday night at 8pm, 
Theo reviews and chooses his favorite lucky six who are then 
re-tweeted. As he has nearly 500,000 followers, this provides a 
massive boost to the chosen lucky businesses.

Creeside Escape 
wins Theo Paphitis award

Simon & Sarah Redman applied for an Ayrshire LEADER grant in 2018 to 
site a traditional shepherd’s hut on their farm in Barrhill. This was essential 
in their plan to future proof the farm for the next generation.

A year later and the hut is in situ, attracting guests from all over the world, with 
fantastic reviews. The shepherd’s hut is sited with uninterrupted views of 
the River Cree and the Galloway Hills in the distance. On warmer summer 

evenings relax outside and enjoy the beautiful scenery, but if it’s wet and 
windy retreat inside where you will be warm and toasty beside the wood 
burning stove.

Tel.: 07990 040221 – 01465 821538
email: creesideescape@btinternet.com
Web: www.creesideescape.co.uk

Barrhill Primary PTA Fun Night 
by Gillian Young

Barrhill PTA decided to hold another Fun night in 
the adventure park in Barrhill as last year’s was so 
successful. On the day we were hoping for the weather 
to stay dry and of course for the midges to keep their 
distance, unfortunately the weather let us down with 
the downpours but on the plus side the midges were 
away terrorising somewhere else.  The weather didn’t 
dampen the spirits of the kids as they played football 
most of the evening and they certainly were enjoying 
the new goal posts which have been put in place by the 
BCIC. That’s definitely a thumbs up from the kids.  All 
the adults took part in how many people we could fit 
under the gazebo which got rather cozy ha ha.
 
The BBQ went down a treat with everyone as always!!! 
We sold raffles and the school kids had done fantastic 
work at school making decorative stones and decorative 
glasses to be sold on the night. 

We arranged a Duck race which seemed to be very 
popular. 176 ducks were sold in 4 days which is 
incredible. All 176 ducks were released on the Duisk. All 
the kids and adults were very excited and rooting them 
on down the river to the winning post. The winning 
duck belonged to Irene McCoag and followed shortly 
was 2nd runner up which belonged to Nick Crowhurst 
and in third place was Pearl McGibbon. We would like 
to thank everyone who purchased ducks. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the evening and we would 
like to thank everyone who came along and kindly 
donated raffles and took part on the evening.  We 
managed to raise £294.12. These fundraising events go 
towards helping the kids of Barrhill School be able to 
achieve privileges such as days out etc. All the staff and 
kids at Barrhill Primary are very thankful to everyone 

who takes part in helping to fundraise. Also a big thank 
you to our PTA members Kirsty Hughes, Kassie Farmery 
and Gillian Young (myself) for organising the night. 
Also thank you to Jordan Farmery and Liam, our village 
handyman for their help with setting up. 

A BIG Thank You again to everyone who supported this 
event.



12 stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

Electrical Apprentice of the Year
Barrhill’s Josh Russell has been working 
hard to build his business Urban & 
Rural Electrical since 2015 and in 2018 
his younger brother Charlie joined the 
business as an apprentice.  

Charlie has been working hard both for the business 
learning the trade from his brother Josh and studying 
at college.  His dedication has certainly paid off and 
he was very pleased to be awarded the 2019 1st Year 
Apprentice of the Year for Ayrshire.

Then on the 18th June Charlie was invited to attend 
the West of Scotland Regional College Competition 
in a bid to become the 2019 Electrical Apprentice for 
West Scotland.  Apprentices from colleges all over West 
Scotland attended the event which Ayrshire College 
(Ayr Campus) had the privilege of hosting. 

The competition comprised of practical and theory tests 
to challenge the apprentice’s skills and knowledge.  
Charlie was competing against apprentices who are 
employed by multi million pound electrical companies 
and missed coming first by just one point out of 140 
marks it was possible to gain.  It is a great achievement, 
especially when you consider Charlie was competing 
against 600 apprentices throughout the year.

 
So, as you can imagine, Urban & Rural Electrical were 
very proud of this accomplishment and the Managing 
Director Josh Russell couldn’t be more pleased!  Josh 
confirmed that ‘We will be working harder than ever 
now to keep our position and compete in the 2nd stage 
apprentice of the year’. 

Urban & Rural Electrical 
Queensland, Barrhill KA26 0PZ,  07533 202420 

info@urbanruralelectrical.co.uk
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BARR

Summer seems to be slipping quickly into autumn. By the 
time this issue of the magazine is distributed we will be into 
September and schools will already be back. The weather 
has been variable and since the last edition Barr Community 
Association have been busy helping with the village Trails 
day....Bacon Butties to the fore.
 
The Trails day was well supported and since then there has 
been a marked increase in footfall to the village, it is difficult 
to judge the success of an event on just the event day. The 
days we have helped with, run and marketed by the BPDC 
have been  busy and they have definitely increased the 
broader awareness of Barr and its Trails. The cyclists come 
through the village in small and larger  numbers now the 
area has “the Ayrshire Alps” which along with the shop 
offering tasty snacks at a competitive price has helped put 
the village on the map.

We hosted our annual gala at the end of a week of doubtful 
weather. Plans  made for indoor activities ensured the sun 
shone. Young and older took part in the ever popular fell 
race, followed in the afternoon with the Maybole Pipe Band 
leading the parade...Disney  movies was the theme with 
every thing from the Lion King, 101 Dalmations and the 
Stinchar Valley Quilters doing Little Mermaid!

The Gala Queen, Emily Wilson took her role seriously, 
touring the stalls, presenting rosettes at the pet show and a  
bouquet to Lorna & Ritchie Conaghan for their work on the 
Barr Memorial Book. The day was rounded off by a dance in 
the hall dancing the night away to the Wha Whas. We then 
all sat back for a summer off.
 
Future events in the pipeline are Catfish Keith organised by 
Ayrshire Rural Touring Network, watch for ticket availability, 
helping at our Macmillan coffee morning along with our 
Halloween Dance on Sat Oct 26th in the hall. Christmas Fayre 
and other dates are currently in planning, keep an eye on 
the village website and Facebook page.

Barr Community Association

Upper Stinchar WI
Upper Stinchar had a very enjoyable season with most meetings well 
attended. We were able to welcome a variety of speakers who took us on 
a coastal trip, from source to mouth on the Stinchar and demonstrators 
who shared their skill and talents including crochet and flower arranging. 

The Maybole Cook school provided tasty treats at our December meeting 
and was thoroughly enjoyed by members and guests alike.

In April, we and our guest rurals were delighted by the young voices of 
Celtic Voices under the leadership of Davy Hunter. Davy’s knowledge of the 
origins of the pieces always adds to a very good evening.
 
Throughout the season members enjoy friendship and the opportunity to 
chat over a delicious supper.
 
We look forward to a new season in what will be our 90th year. Although 
small in number compared with the past, we continue to reflect the 

original values of SWRI of bringing 
people together to share ideas and learn 
new skills. We also continue to support 
good causes whether local, national or 
international. Monthly competitions add 
interest and the Elizabeth Scott Cup was 
won by our new President, Yvonne Jack 
presented to her by outgoing President 
Isobel Wood.

All are welcome. Our first meeting of the  new season will be on Sept 19th 
at 6.45pm in Barr Village Hall. We continue to subsidise our membership and 
have held it to £25 again this year. 
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Barr Parish 
Church

Barr Bikes
Hi everyone....Barr bikes has had a 
great summer so far, enjoying rides on 
our local trails and as far away as the 
Kirroughtree forest park in Dumfries 
and Galloway.
  
Our bikes are getting lots of use locally 
and are there for all to enjoy.  Earlier on 
this summer, two of our younger riders 
were given the opportunity to visit 
Glenmore lodge in Aviemore, to take 
part in a week long improver course.  
Although there was some tough riding 
involved, they had a great time making 
the most of some of the best trails in 
the country. All thanks to the folks who 
supported the Barr bikes fund raiser 
evenings!
  
If anyone out there feels that they 
would like to join us on our rides, please 
do not hesitate to contact us through 
our facebook page ‘Barr Bikes’ to check 
for the next ride date or contact Chris at 
chrisgunson@btinternet.com.

It’s always a great time of year with the warmer climes and 
the bright days drawing out.  The perennial borders are out 
in bloom lining the neat mown lawns (after several hours of 
sweat, labour and fighting off midgies !!).   There is something 
nostalgic to see a parish church nestled in a rural village.  We 
count our blessings to have been able to keep our church 
going when so many around the country have closed, either 
sold or some falling into disrepair.

Whilst we continue to struggle with attendance there is 
renewed vigour to find innovative ways to broaden our 
appeal.  Fundraising has worked well when combined with 
other village events which has proved to be less intensive on 
our manpower and resources.  Experimenting with changes 
in service timings has also been part of this process and 
thankfully it has seen a degree of success over the past few 
weeks.  Certainly the rotation of ministers has presented new 
opportunities in meeting accompanying family and fellow 
church members.  As a consequence we have been able to 
network and share ideas, an important part of fellow worship.  

As a small rural church it appears one of its most attractive 
features is being open all year around, providing a focal 
point for the history of the area. From the ‘Visitors Book’ it is 
apparent several have travelled considerable distances, some 
from abroad, to explore local history and enjoy its pretty rural 
setting and well kept environs.  

This has given us the impetus to provide our visitors with a 
more informative experience.  Over the coming months we 
are looking to exhibit photographs and information boards on 

Barr’s bygone era in the church reception area.  Our start point 
was to ask the Stinchar Valley Quilters to make a Covenanters’ 
flag to create a centrepiece for our first display - the story of 
the Covenanter’s gravestone in Barr Cemetery.  This exhibit 
will eventually expand to document many more of Barr’s 
stories and folklore to share with our visitors.   Hopefully this 
will support us in our efforts to keep our church open as an 
integral part of Barr community life. 

Barr Church Services:  3pm every Sunday.  
All are welcome
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Barr Bowling Club
Spring and summer have been fairly kind to us with most games being 
played. We again entered the Maybole & District league which was 
good fun  and we did win some games however not enough to feature 
in the later stages. We also fielded 3 teams for the British Legion Cup, 
hosted  by Barrhill this year. It was a lovely day. Thanks to Barrhill for 
all their hard work. Unfortunately, only one team won out of three so 
again it was not our year, perhaps next year!

A fast forward to our Open Pairs Competition, kindly sponsored by 
Mr and Mrs Alan Wood. The weather on the run up left a lot to be 
desired but once all club and visiting pairs were welcomed the sun 
shone for the whole competition. It was certainly one of the closest for 
some years, very nip and tuck. Finally two pairs got to the final...our 
Irish member John Fleming with his partner James Grimshaw (from 
Sydney, Australia!) against our local member Michelle Martin and 
her partner Heather Bourne. The final 6 ends had some really good 
bowling but in the end Michelle and Heather won through and were 
presented with their winnings and cup by Mr and Mrs Wood. Also in 
the picture, our Greenkeeper Mr Alan Ringrose whose hard work keeps 
us all playing and Mrs Alison Milroy this year’s President.

Preparations are underway for our Open Triples Competition on the 
7th Sept as the season rapidly draws to a close! If anyone wants to enter 
a team for the Triples please contact our Secretary, Isobel Ringrose. 
The competition is generously sponsored by William Grant Ltd. We 
can be found on Facebook, or phone/message Isobel 01465 861651, 
07788416663

We look forward to seeing you all on any club night or at the Triples.

Barr Farming Chat 

In the springtime the fields have all been spread with 
fertiliser and now they are greening up beautifully. 
Beautiful green colours all around us. The trees are finally 
all alive with leaves allowing some shelter for the animals in 
the warm summer days. 

In May, All the lambs were marked and tagged.  Neil , had 
been busy helping out along the valley with the marking so 
that everyone was up to date before clipping began. I’ve 
been back at work and busy with puppies at home. Two 
litters of labradors we have had this summer. We have kept 
two this time and now the rest are all away to their new 
families resulting in many smiles along the way. 

June marked the start of clipping season. It started with the 
hoggs (last years lambs). They are all brought in first and 
they get their fleeces sheared for the first time.  They all 
looked great and so white back out in the fields.  Lambs have 
all been dosed for worms and sprayed before going back 

out to protect them from fly strike or ticks. All depending 
on whether they are field lambs or hill lambs. Fly strike is 
where bluebottles lay their eggs in the sheep fleece. The 
eggs hatch into maggots which in turn bury into the flesh of 
the sheep. If this is left untreated it will cause catastrophic 
consequences and will ultimately kill the sheep, that’s why 
we spray the sheep and lambs. Sheep are checked at least 
twice daily until clipping time and then daily after that. 

On some of the farms, the farmers think about reseeding a 
field or two to improve the quality of the pasture. Samples 
are taken from the fields and they are soil tested to assess 
the quality of nutrients which may be required. Modern 
technology analyses the soil and tells the farmer to add 
for example phosphates, sodium, potash or lime to fields 
which all help to grow grass more economically.  Eg, due 
to the wet climate,  over time pH levels fall in grass and it 
becomes too acidic which reduces the quality and quantity 
of forage, if the farmer adds lime,  this brings the pH back 

SUMMER ON THE FARM
After a very busy springtime and great lambing all along the Barr 
Valley this year, we get ready for Summertime.  The weather overall 
has been good, May has come and gone with the finish of the 
lambing, still a few cows calving at the Lanes and still some too 
along at Pinvalley. Great calving results this year too and even some 
twins along the way.  Everything is blossoming around us, people 
busy in their gardens and the garden centres busy filling our baskets 
with plants. Who has the best hanging baskets in Barr this year then?

 (Continued over)
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to the optimum of 6.  This in turn causes good quality and 
quantity of grass to grow. 
 
Towards the end of June the field ewes are brought in and 
they are then clipped too. Did you know, clipping is carried 
out for the sheep’s benefit.  Sheep are not shorn for profit. 
They are shorn for welfare reasons.  It costs around £1.20 to 
sheer a sheep, whereas many hill ewes won’t even return 
£1.00 for their fleece. There is much bad publicity about 
the shearing of sheep by many of the anti lobbyists groups 
about nowadays.  We ask you to look over the fences as 
you drive around the country seeing for yourselves the high 
quality of the shearing which has taken place.  The shearers 
take great pride in their work and work long hours during 
this season to ensure every sheep has had its fleece shorn. 
This makes the sheep lighter and less likely to get stuck if it 
rolls over and it relieves the strain, making daily life more 
comfortable for the sheep and also reduces stress due to the 
heat in the summertime.  Basically, it’s like us walking about 
in a thick winter jacket in hot summer temperatures. The 
first thing we would need and want would be to take it off.  
It’s the same for sheep. 

In July clipping continues up and down the valley, one farm 
at a time. Neil and some of the shepherds work together to 
get all the farms sheep sheared.  Then it’s time to think about 
silage and hay making.  Fields have been shut off from the 
animals for a couple of months and the grass is now ready 
to be cut. The sun needs to shine though!  This July we have 
been lucky with the weather, where the temperatures have 
soared seeing some of the highest temperatures in the Barr 
Valley.  Work continues however, from dawn and often long 
into the summer evenings.  The grass is cut , kicked out to 
dry off in the sunshine, baled and wrapped all in a couple 
of days. This is silage, which is piled high on the farms ready 
for the cattle in winter time.  The farmers who make hay 
need a little longer and watch the weather reports avidly 
waiting on a dry spell, when the grass is cut and kicked out. 
This takes place day after day until is dry and golden. When 
it is ready, it is also baled and stored in dry sheds to await 
the late winter and early spring where it is needed. Good 
quality hay is often on order from many of the locals so the 
pressure is on to get it right. 

Towards the end of July,  the field sheep and lambs  are 
brought back in for dosing, treating feet, stock marked and 
where the ewes are separated from lambs and they are all 
sorted into kinds and lots. Some to go back to the fields 
and some to the market.  The lambs are sorted and ready 
for going to the inland winter farms in the autumn. Neil is 
always trying to stay ahead and prepared on the farms for 
what happens next on a month to month basis. 

Really warm summer temperatures have reached us this 
year, as well as us all enjoying a bit of colour on our arms 
and faces and getting on our summer clothes , many of us 
have struggled with the high temperatures, making us tired, 
work becomes more difficult, people become dehydrated 
and we finally understand why the Spanish take a siesta in 
the middle of the day!

We have our dogs to think about too, if we are struggling, 
try to remember how the dogs are feeling. Make sure they 
are not out for walks in high daytime temperatures. Try to 
keep walks to early mornings and later at night. Keep them 
indoors during the day, making sure they have plenty of 
water at hand. We know that the roads and tarmac heat up 
to scorching temperatures, if the sun is melting the roads, 
what is it doing to your dogs paws.  Remember too, no dog 
has died from missing a walk, but many dogs will die from 
over exposure to the sun in the baking heat.
 
Enjoy your summer time everyone, look after your animals 
and enjoy the Barr Valley sights and sounds all around you.  

Till next time. 
Neil and Wendy Gillon
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Barr Village 
Macmillan Coffee Morning

Our Macmillan Coffee morning has been an annual 
event for years and constantly amazes us how much 
support we get resulting in raising a good amount of 
money for this fantastic cause.

Last year was difficult due to various tree falls with the 
high winds but we are confident that the weather will 
be kind to us this year. Homebaking, Stinchar Valley 
Quilters raffle and the popular Hamper draw will again 
feature in this event.
 
Home baked scones will be served to all from 10 till 
noon. Any donations or offers of baking/help gratefully 
received. Please contact either Alison Milroy on 01465 
861668 or Maggie Bunnett on 01465 861062. 

We look forward to welcoming you to Barr Village Hall 
on Friday 27th Sept.

Stinchar Valley Quilters
The Stinchar Valley Quilters have been busy quilting over Spring .I myself 
took the opportunity to contact The Project Linus Uk co-ordinator for 
Ayrshire Fay Mc Colgan.We made quilts of various sizes and colours which 
will be distributed to babies and up to teenagers at Crosshouse Hospital, 
where it gives them comfort and security and to be able to take them 
home with them as well. I would like to thank all quilters for taking the 
time to help make these lovely quilts which can be seen in picture along 
with quilters and co-ordinator. A total of 36 quilts were given to Fay to 
distribute to the hospital.

Photo left to right front row:- Paula Lorimer,Maggie Bunnett, Jean Wyllie.
left to right back row:- Susan Trotter, Anne Mc Ghie, Fay McColgan co-
ordinator, Alison Milroy, Yvonne Jack, Liz Copeland, Isabel Woods, Beth 
Blain. Lorraine Dunbar and Anne Dalton were missing from picture.

Alison Milroy 
Stinchar Valley Quilters

Catfish Keith in Concert at Barr Village Hall
 
Sunday, October 13th, 2019
7:00 PM
 
Barr Village Hall
Stinchar Rd, Barr, Ayrshire

World-touring acoustic blues pioneer Catfish Keith has established himself as one of the 
most exciting country blues performers of our time. Catfish’s innovative style of foot-
stomping, deep delta blues and American roots music has spellbound audiences the 
world over. He has reinvented the guitar with great power and artistry, and brings a 
rare beauty and vitality to his music. Handing down the tradition, Catfish continues his 
lifelong journey as one of the brightest lights in acoustic blues and roots music. 

A three-time Blues Music Award nominee for BEST ACOUSTIC BLUES ALBUM, both Catfish’s Honey Hole and Mississippi River Blues albums were 
considered for GRAMMY AWARD nominations in three categories. Catfish has seventeen NUMBER ONE independent radio chart-topping albums 
to his credit, and packs houses all over the world with his dynamic stage show. A 2008 inductee into the IA BLUES HALL OF FAME, the 40 year 
veteran has performed thousands of gigs, touring the USA, UK and Europe dozens of times to wide acclaim, headlining major music festivals, 
and appearing with legends John Lee Hooker, Ray Charles, Robert Cray, Koko Taylor, Taj Mahal, Leo Kottke, Jessie Mae Hemphill, Johnny Shines 
and many, many others.

“GUITAR GENIUS.” - Living Blues

“Pulling Blues Out of The Sky, Catfish lays down a foot-stomping groove. One of the most exciting guitarists 
of any genre.” - Acoustic Guitar 

“Hypnotic and beautiful, dark and pure.” - Premier Guitar

Ayrshire Rural Touring Theatre presents
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COLMONELL

Colmonell held another busy fun week in June, with a 
variety of events taking place. This included the football 
tournament, a quiz night, a clay pigeon shoot, a bingo 
night organised by Colmonell Primary School and for the 
children a sandart activity and disco with Roadrunner 
children’s entertainer. The Fun Day was held on Saturday 8th 
June where Abbie Robertson was crowned as Princess by 
retiring princess Kaiyah Hopkins, and her attendants were 
ladies in waiting Trina Ucakear and Maham Khan and page 
boy William Hart. The princess and attendants were kindly 
driven by Rab Smith, and piped into the park by the Stinchar 
Valley Pipers. Colmonell Community Association would like 
to thank everyone who helped to organise and make the 
Fun Week a success.

Colmonell Fun Week 2019

Fun Week prizewinners were as follows:

Clay Pigeon Shoot – Down the line, 1st Peter Allison, 2nd 
Stewart Stirling, 3rd Adam Hunter. Pool shoot winner Peter 
Allison. Thanks to organisers Knockdolian Gun Club and 
sponsors J & W Dunlop.

Quiz – winners Flipping Smart (Grant Hyslop, Brian O’Hare, 
Helen Allan and Michaela Tennant). Thanks to organiser 
Heather O’Hare and sponsors I & M McQuiston.

Treasure map winners – Fraser Young and Rhona Tait. 

Lucky programme winners - 1st Brian Wilson, 2nd Willie 
Westell, 3rd Betty Robertson. 

Shuttle curling highest score – Jimmy Hyslop. 

Post a pound winner – Rosie McTaggart.

Anne Lawrence trophy winner for programme design – 
Morgan Jones.

Colmonell Baby & Toddler Group: Hamper raffle – Wendy 
McKechan. 

Guess the number of sweets in the jar – Karen Walker.
 
Football tournament - winners Andy’s All Stars, runners up 
The Boars Head. Thanks to organisers Grant Hyslop & Alan 
McGradey and sponsor McCulloch Rail.
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Colmonell held its very first jamboree on 19th July 
with 25 children from Colmonell Youth Group and 
Ballantrae Scout Group (2nd Ayrshire) camping out 
in Colmonell playpark. 

Dawn, Mark, Wendy, Kate and helpers organised 
a fun packed day and night of activities, including 
team games, barbeque, Colmonell’s Got Talent show 
and finishing the evening with hot chocolate and 
toasted marshmallows. After breakfast the next 
morning the children tidied away their tents and got 
to take part in more games and archery before being 
collected by their parents. 

Colmonell Jamboree

Colmonell Village ... New Website 

Our new website created by local resident Martin 
Ramsay is up and running.

http://www.colmonellvillage.co.uk

It is an exciting development and gives us the opportunity 
to bring together contributions from everyone, including 
storytelling, events, useful information, local services, it 
will also link across to the village Facebook page etc.

It is being set up with the specific potential of generating 
a small income stream for the village. Please go on line 
and apply to join as a resident and become a potential 
contributor!

Thanks
Howard Wilkinson CDG Vice Chair

The Stinchar Valley Social Group has been formed 
by ladies who were part of the Colmonell Women’s 
Institute, which has been disbanded . The Group will 
still be meeting on the second Wednesday of the 
month from September to May. The meetings will be 
held in Colmonell Community Centre at 7.30pm, and 
will be open to both ladies and gents of all ages. An 
open meeting held on Wednesday 14th August will 
get everyone’s opinion on competitions, raffle, teas, 
rota and any other business.

• 	 The first group meeting on 11th September will be a 	
	 talk by Alistair Wilson on the “Grand Canyon”
• 	 The second meeting on 9th October will be a fashion 	
	 show and pop up shop by Louise Boutique of Girvan
• 	 The third meeting on November 13th will be a 		
	 demonstration by Marion & Fiona on Gem Art

For further details please contact 
Margaret Robertson on 01465 881352

Despite some of the children (and most of the 
adults) only getting a little sleep, everyone agreed 
the jamboree was a great success and something 
we would like to happen again next year. Many 
thanks go to the local businesses who sponsored the 

jamboree: William Grant Ltd, Dean McAllan from 
DDS Super Kitchen, Scotmid, Premier Stores and 
Nestle, as well as Girvan Archery Club, Adventure 
Centre for Education who supplied tents and Girvan 
Attractions who let us borrow their gazebo.

Stinchar Valley 
Social Group

COLMONELL & LENDALFOOT 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Colmonell & Lendalfoot CC currently has vacancies 
for 3 members; these can be from either village.  
Why not come and join us. We meet on the 4th 
Tuesday of every 2nd month – only 6 nights a year 
to make a difference to your community.  If you 
would like more information contact Heather on:- 
heather521ohare@btinternet.com  

Look forward to hearing from you.
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ALLAN MCNALLY 
Fine Art Studio-Gallery
This Summer has been busy with delivering my 
Summer Painting Days around SW Scotland, as well 
as two painting days in Colmonell with students 
coming from Glasgow, East Kilbride and Dumfries to 
create art in my workshops.

In the studio, I’ve nearly finished my SW Scotland 
Coastal Watercolour Painting Series, inspired by 
the Carrick, Galloway and Dumfriesshire coastline 
with a few local scenes of Ballantrae and Lendalfoot 
beaches.  I will be having a ‘Viewing Day for Villagers’ 
of this exhibition at my studio-gallery before the 
official launch of the series coming up soon.

Recently, I received a commission for a watercolour 
painting of a Ballantrae registered and family owned 
fishing boat called the ‘Ocean Maiden’, which was 
in its full glory, after having been recently refitted 
and painted at the boatyard in Girvan.  The painting 
was challenging due to the reflection of the boat 
in the water. However, I’m glad to say the skipper is 
delighted with the painting. 

Finally, my studio-gallery is on the Carrick Art Trail 
and set up to provide an insight into the creative 
processes of artists and craftmakers in Carrick.  The 
trail is funded in collaboration between South 
Ayrshire Council, South Ayrshire Arts Partnership 
and Creative Scotland.  Since, I’ve been on the ‘trail’ 
visitors have called in from near and far with some 
holidaymakers visiting the area  from Cumbria, 
Edinburgh, USA and Canada. 

Visit Allan’s website for details on Studio-Gallery 
Open Days, demonstrations, art workshops and 
events or open by appointment.

Telephone 01465 881175
www.allanmcnallyfineart.co.uk

SCIO registration for Colmonell

Colmonell Community Association has recently 
become a SCIO (Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation) Charity Number SC049177. This group 
aims to benefit the community of those who live, 
work or have an interest in Colmonell, and current 
group membership includes representation from 
the village hall committee, Colmonell Bowling Club, 
Colmonell Primary School Parent Council, Colmonell 
Development Group, Colmonell Baby & Toddler 
Group, Girvan & South Carrick Community First 
Responders, Colmonell & Lendalfoot Community 
Council, St Colmon Church, Colmonell Angling Club 
and Stinchar Valley Gardening Club. The SCIO status 
means that the organisation can, if the community 
wish, acquire land or property, enter into leases and 
employ people to carry out its work. A Board of 6 
trustees has been appointed and we have also begun 
to create a register of members who will be eligible 
to have a vote on the work of the SCIO.

If you would like to join the SCIO as an individual 
member, or to represent an organisation, please 
contact Lynne Hyslop on lynnehurcomb@hotmail.com. 
There is no obligation to attend meetings (although 
new faces are always welcome) but membership 
would allow you to have a say in the work of the SCIO 
and the development of Colmonell. The first project 
will be the purchase of the public toilets in Colmonell. 
South Ayrshire Council have refurbished the toilets to 
allow the community to buy them for a nominal fee, 
with a view to reopening them for public use. We 
hope that visitors and locals will be able to ‘spend a 
penny’ in Colmonell again before too long!
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Biosphere PLACE project at Colmonell
  
The Colmonell  Development  Group has been working  with 
many others to  bring  to  fruition 3  or 4 ideas to take place 
through the project.

• 	 Updating  of the  Stinchar  Valley  Walks publication 
	 “Discover  the  Stinchar Valley“. This is being  made  more 
	 pertinent  to 2019 with updated  content and countryside 
	 guidelines.
• 	 Building on the exciting work and short video that the 
	 primary school pupils have undertaken. It is recognised  
	 that Colmonell  residents  of all ages see the  river  and 
	 the river  bank  as  a very  special  asset , largely due  
	 to  conservation  and legacy  work  undertaken  by Gilbert  
	 Brown and his colleagues 
•	 The Ayrshire River Trust have assisted us in creating a short 
	 piece of film using  drone  technology  to  capture  the  
	 very  essence  and  beauty of the  river
•	 Another strand  of activity  is  to  explore  and capture  
	 creatively  informal  reminiscences from residents about 
	 the river and the village in particular. This material may be 
	 included in creative interpretation, poetry, video sub 
	 titles etc.

For  more  details  of  these activities  please  contact  initially 
Howard  Wilkinson or  Michelle   Mitchell  of the Colmonell  
Community  Development  Group.

Howard can be contacted on 07765 606848 or 01465 881260
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BALLANTRAE

Despite poor weather forecasts, almost 
three thousand people attended 
Ballantrae’s fourth Festival of Food & 
Drink, which this year was a two-day 
event.  Visitors flocked to the award-
winning attraction which was held in a 
grand marquee complex at Ballantrae 
Harbour.  Food and drink stalls offered 
the very best produce from both local 
suppliers and from further afield; these 
included a wide range of bakery, from 
pies and breads, through to brownies 
and cakes; meats, smoked sea-food; 
herbs, spices and sauces; cheeses; 
chocolates; jams; beer, gin, cider, wine 
and whisky, all of whom did a roaring 
trade.
 
Street foods, including a mouth-
watering range of stone-baked pizzas, 
burgers and sausages, a hog roast, juices, 
ice cream, beers, gin and artisan coffee 
were enjoyed both inside the main 
marquee and outside, with stunning 
views of Ailsa Craig and Arran.
 
Demonstrations, food and drink related 
discussions and tasting sessions were 
led by experts including Wendy Barrie 
of The Scottish Food Guide; John 
McCreadie of Glenapp Castle; Lindsay 
Guidi of Home Cook School in Maybole; 

Massimo Lisi – UK champion mixologist 
and barman from Craignelder Hotel, 
Stranraer; Craig McInnes, master distiller 
from Pixel Spirits at North Ballachulish, 
Jim Anderson of The Salt Pig and 
Szymon Szyszczakiewicz, our forager. In 
addition to cooking demonstrations, a 
wide range of topics were covered, from 
the creation of Ballantrae Gin through 
to the use of salt and seasonings in food 
preparation.

Live music was provided over both days 
by popular local group “The Spuds”, 
who also entertained villagers and 
visitors alike at the dance in the village 
hall in the evening.

The Energy Agency brought along 
their ‘Juice Bikes’ and had people 
producing pedal-powered juices to the 
accompaniment of the band!

Festival organisers were delighted with 
the turnout.  Chair of the organising 
committee, Mhairi McKenna said:  
 
“We were delighted by the support we 
received from the local community, our 
funders, sponsors, the stallholders and 
of course the visitors from the village 
and further afield; all of whom helped 

make it such a success. I would like to 
thank everyone for all the hard work 
and long hours they have given to the 
project. Ballantrae’s Festival of Food and 
Drink is becoming a firm favourite in 
the ‘foodie’ calendar.  Plans are already 
afoot for making next year’s event even 
better, on 13th and 14th June.”

The Ballantrae Festival of Food and Drink 
was organised by the Ballantrae Trust’s 
Festival of Food and Drink Committee 
ably assisted by the Trust’s Development 
Officers and a dedicated team of local 
volunteers, working in partnership with 
food and drink professionals and others 
from across Ayrshire.  

This year the Festival received funding 
from Ballantrae Community Fund; 
Carrick Futures, Killgallioch Community 
Fund and Connect Local Regional 
Food Fund.  Festival Sponsors included 
South West Scotland Community Rail 
Partnership, Galloway and Southern 
Ayrshire Biosphere; Glenapp Castle; 
McCulloch Rail; Lagganhouse Country 
Park; McKinstry; Ayrshire Chamber of 
Commerce; The Ayrshire Food Network; 
South Ayrshire Council and Slow Food.

BALLANTRAE FESTIVAL OF FOOD AND DRINK 
RETURNS WITH RESOUNDING SUCCESS
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The Ballantrae Trust 
by Andy McAlpine

We held our second AGM in June and membership stands at over 150.  

The new village website www.ballantrae.org.uk has now been up and running for some months and has been attracting 
positive comment - particularly from people outwith the village. It brings together in one place everything anyone wants 
to know about Ballantrae.  The timeline also provides information on Ballantrae’s history.  We are grateful to the many 
people who helped us create the content for the website.  If you think anything should be added, please let us know by 
contacting us on ballantraetrust@gmail.com. 

The Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink (BFFD2019) was run over two days for the first time and attracted over 2800 visitors. 
We are currently considering the information contained in an independently produced study we commissioned to help 
us to identify the economic benefits the festival brings to Ballantrae and the wider Ayrshire economy.  Our thanks go to 
Mhairi McKenna, our Development Officers and the team of volunteers for making the event such a success. You can read 
more elsewhere in this magazine.

The Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) was completed in time for the opening of the re-vamped and extended Ballantrae 
Primary School and a new trampoline was installed shortly afterwards. Our Development Officers recently secured funding 
from Carrick Futures to resurface the seating area in the play park and replace some of the benches which means they have 
now brought in over £62K for the Play Park and Recreation Ground upgrade to add to funds that have been raised locally.  
The sub group - which The Trust has now strengthened to a group of 7 including 3 Board Directors and our Development 
Officer, to help with future phases and bring the project to a conclusion - will now be finalising the upgrade of the seating 
area before turning their mind to the creation of “The Circuit” round the recreation ground, and any further developments.

We were delighted to welcome Girvan’s Traditional Folk Festival’s outreach concert in April, and the Ayrshire Rural Touring 
Network’s outstanding “549 Scots of the Spanish Civil War” in June.  Both were well attended.  We are looking forward 
to the performance by the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra on Sunday 18 August in the Community Hall.  Our programme of 
performances for the Autumn and the Winter is currently in preparation.

We were successful in securing funding from Carrick Futures Community Benefit Fund to carry out the surveys needed to 
help us decide whether to purchase The King’s Arms Hotel for the community.  Those surveys have now been completed 
and a report will be considered by the Trust Board.  If the Board is content, then there will be a full public consultation 
with the local community about whether there is local support for the project.  We are currently exploring various funding 
sources.  

Anna Butler joined us as Trainee Development Officer in February but we were sorry that Anna decided to leave us in July.  
As we go to print, advertising for her successor is underway.  

The Board’s Priorities for the foreseeable future include:
•   	Continuing the Play Park and Recreation Ground Development - 
	 particularly the upgrading of the seating area and the installation of the 
	 sensory panels, and the installation of “The Circuit” around the 
	 Recreation Ground.
•	 The King’s Arms Project
•   	 Preparing to celebrate VisitScotland’s “Year of Coasts and Waters 2020”
•	 Planning the Ballantrae Festival of Food and Drink 2020
•   	Cultural Activities (Theatre, Cinema and Music)
•   	 Supporting Local Businesses and Tourism
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF 
BALLANTRAE PRIMARY SCHOOL

It was an evening of celebration recently as children, parents, and 
the local community came together for the official opening of the 
newly modernised and extended Ballantrae Primary School and Early 
Years Centre.

South Ayrshire Council has spent £1.954 million on the project which is set 
to boost learning for children in Ballantrae and beyond. The new extension is 
home to an innovative Early Years Centre while the existing school building 
has been transformed into a modern learning environment.

Work began in February of last year and despite a fire that June which caused 
significant damage the project has been completed only three months behind 
schedule. The new extension has a reception area and offices as well as the 
Early Years Centre with interactive playroom and an outside activity area. 
The main building now has a combined dining room and gym hall as well 
as fresh and vibrant classrooms. The modernisation and extension has also 
allowed the school to boost its green credentials. A new biomass boiler, solar 
panels and high performance insulation has led the school to an ‘A’ rating 
for energy performance. The children already rate their new look school…. 
“I love the new entrance of the school; it is more welcoming for visitors.” “I 
love the new school and my favourite part is the new gym hall.”

The Council is set to invest more than £113 million in schools over the next 
decade which will include a new Girvan Primary, a Community Campus for 
Maybole including a swimming pool, a shared campus for Glenburn Primary 
and St Ninian’s Primary in Prestwick and a new Sacred Heart Primary 
School. Ballantrae’s Early Years Centre will help the Council meet Scottish 
Government targets to expand early year’s provision from 600 hours to 
1,140 for all three and four year olds and eligible two year olds by 2020. 
The Council is set to invest around £13 million to help make this ambition 
a reality. 

Councillor William Grant, Children and Young People Portfolio Holder for 
South Ayrshire Council said: “The new extension is a fantastic addition to the 
school and the modernisation will ensure Ballantrae Primary will continue 
to educate children for many years to come. “This has been a community 
project from the start, so when the extent of the fire damage became 
apparent, everyone rallied round and the result was only a delay of a few 
months which is a fantastic achievement. “The Council will continue the 
multi-million pound investment in schools as we endeavour to create the 
best learning environments for children and young people.”

A spokesperson for Ballantrae Primary Parent Council said:” The opening of 
the newly modernised and extended primary school and Early Years Centre 
marks a significant milestone for the village; the finished building has far 
exceeded expectations. “The parents, families and wider community have 
been overwhelmed with the end result.  The children are delighted to be 
back and it almost feels like they were never away. “South Ayrshire Council’s 
investment in the building will ensure that future generations of Ballantrae 
children will be educated in an environment which is able to adapt to the 
changing world about us.”

Ballantrae Primary School
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All three Sections have been busy this term with plenty of outdoor fun!

Beavers had an overnight camp in Colmonell, where they packed in a farm visit, courtesy of the 
Buchanan family of Laigh Kilphin, an adventure walk up the river Stinchar and Gorge Walking in 
Glenapp forest the following day! This was the first time some of our Beavers had slept in tents and 
the feedback was very positive. All this alongside our weekly meetings where we have been earning 
badges and generally making noise as only the Beavers can!

On 4th July the Cubs were treated to a day trip to Ailsa Craig! Glenapp Castle very generously 
provided us with the use of their boat and skippers for what was an amazing experience for Cubs and 
Leaders alike. We had time to explore the island where we were given a guided tour of its buildings 
by David and Roddy. We even had a picnic by the lighthouse before we hung our group necker on 
the washing line and went back to the boat to sail around Ailsa Craig to see the puffins and the 
caves where the dragons live! On the way back to Girvan we were all treated to a go at steering the 
boat before doing a few doughnuts and returning to Girvan harbour! It was a day that we will all 
remember for a lifetime!

Our Scouts have been similarly busy, with badge work and fundraising for our big summer camp. 
We all did a sponsored ‘Tough Mudder’ which ended up being VERY muddy but great fun! We had a 
practice camp at Glentrool ahead of summer camp, where we were literally eaten alive by the dreaded 
midge, but nothing could dampen the spirits and canoeing on Loch Trool the following day made it 
all worthwhile. We are very excited to be travelling to Leicestershire for Charnwood International 
Scout and Guide camp in July, where we will join around 4,500 other Scouts and Guides from over 
35 different countries! It promises to be a fantastic week - pictures to follow in the next edition!!

We currently have a waiting list for Beavers, but do have space in both Cubs (aged 8-10) and Scouts 
(aged 10-14).  We have lots planned for the next 2 terms, including a Glasgow Science Centre 
Sleepover and Group Camp & BBQ...please get in touch!!

At our AGM in June we were presented with our Wood Badges (Leader Training Awards) by Debs 
Olesen the District Commissioner and we said goodbye to our Group Executive Chair, Andy McAlpine, 
who stood down from his Scouting role after many many years, having held a variety of positions over 
the years, mainly in Edinburgh.  We were very lucky to have him latterly in Ballantrae, where he has 
done so much for us, and has supported us in everything we try to do with such great enthusiasm.  
Andy will be missed but has been replaced by Laura Cunningham whom we welcome to her new role.

Ballantrae Scout Group 
by Kate Thomson & Charlotte Whitehurst

This year’s Gala was a great success, with a wide variety of stalls 
and attractions.  The weather was also kind to us.  Gala Queen 
Kelsey Edwards was crowned by Community Council Chair Sharon 
Robertson and King William Whittingham received a thistle button 
hole from outgoing King Hayden Stewart.  Both Queen and King 
were ably attended by Connor Cowieson, Lily Kosak, Archie Stewart 
and Kaci Thomson and the event received great coverage in the local 
press.

The new 24 hour access defibrillator will soon be installed outside 
the hall, thanks to funding received from both the British Heart 
Foundation and the Ballantrae Community Fund with funding from 
ScottishPower Renewables’ Glen App windfarm.  In conjunction 
with the installation the Community Association will be hosting 
training sessions on how to use the equipment. We would encourage 
residents to attend these sessions, so that in the unfortunate event of 
the defibrillator needing to be used, there will be enough people in 
the village with the knowledge to assist.  Dates for the training will 
be advertised locally via the usually sources.

We are in the process of setting up a Seniors Table Tennis Club to run 
in the hall during Thursday afternoons, please keep an eye on the 
Village and Gala events Facebook pages for further details.
   
Our next event will be a Christmas Craft Fair, towards the end of 
November and we’re hoping to have a special visitor.  If you would 
like to take a stall or help out with this or future events please contact 
either Stacey Stewart 07809 266526 staceystewart21@rocketmail.
com or Laura Cunningham 01465 831785 lauracunninghamruby@
hotmail.co.uk.

BALLANTRAE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
by Laura Cunningham
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The Best of Ballantrae - 
200 years of Ballantrae Church 

by Colin McNally

Ballantrae Parish Church is once again hosting an 
afternoon of historical items and local memorabilia 
from 1pm to 4pm on Saturday 28th September in 
the church building to show what is and has been 
the “Best of Ballantrae” over the years.  This year 
there will be a particular emphasis on the 200 year 
anniversary of Ballantrae Church.  Local people 
from Ballantrae and beyond are asked to look in 
their attics and cupboards to find pictures, cut-
tings documents and items of interest relating to 
the church’s history and story, and to bring them 
along. 

Locals Keith and Christine Brown have been 
collating pictures and photographs for many years 
and again they will have some of these on display.  

This year the whole event will take place in the 
church and will include an area for teas and coffees.

The church has wheelchair access. Admission is free.  
Children should be accompanied by an adult.

We hope you’ll join us on the day.
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BALLANTRAE CHURCH 
LINKED WITH 

St COLMON CHURCH
A new season has begun for our churches as we welcome Rev Theo Corney 
to be our minister.                            

Since August 2017 the linked charges of Ballantrae and St Colmon 
Churches have been without a minister.  We are very grateful to our Interim 
Moderators, initially Rev Ian McLachlan and latterly Dr James Anderson, 
who gave us their time, support and guidance, ensuring the continuity of 
services and sacraments. We also thank the ministers, readers and our own 
worship teams who have led worship. 
	 Rev Theo Corney preached in Ballantrae and St Colmon churches on 
Sunday 26th May and the congregations voted overwhelmingly to appoint 
him as our minister.  This is wonderful news for our churches as there has 
been a lot of negative publicity regarding the number of vacancies in the 
Church of Scotland and the lack of ministers.
	 On the 13th of August, 2 years since the vacancy began, we are 
delighted to be welcoming Rev Theodore Corney as our minister, and his 
wife, Rachel and their children as members of our Church family. 
	 Please remember that this is the start of something new. We must not 
sit back and relax and let Theo take on the workload. The church is part 
of the community and will remain so as long as people support it and 
work together to help each other and further the Good News of Christ to 
everyone we meet.
	 Please pray for Theo and his family as they move into our midst. 
Remember to say ‘hello’ as you go past and that we will all know who he 
is – it will take him longer to get to know us!                                                                                                                                          
                                                                           Claire Strain & Claire Pirrie
Contact details are:
Minister: Rev Theodore Corney - 01465 831252
                 Email –  tcorney@churchofscotland.org.uk

Ballantrae Parish Church Session Clerk: 
Mrs Claire Strain – 01465 831246
clairestrain@live.co.uk    /     www.ballantraeparishchurch.org.uk                        
Scottish Charity No. SC008536

St Colmon Parish Church Session Clerk: 
Mrs Claire Pirrie - 01465 841644
stcolmon.sessionclerk@gmail.com  /  www.stcolmonparishchurch.org.uk
Scottish Charity No. SC014381                                                                      

We are also on Facebook as ‘Ballantrae Church’ and ‘StColmon Church’.

SERVICES
Ballantrae Parish Church
11:30am every Sunday in Ballantrae with Sunshine Club for all children 
up to 12 years old. On the first Sunday of each month at 3pm a liturgical 
and ecumenical service is held in Glenapp Church and followed by 
refreshments. 

St Colmon Parish Church
10am every Sunday in Colmonell. Children are welcome at all services with 
books and toys provided. For those who find the church steps a challenge, 
the service on the last Sunday each month is held in the Kirk Hall, which 
has full disabled access. At 3pm on the third Sunday of each month a 
service is held in Barrhill Memorial Hall. All services are followed by 
refreshments in the Kirk Hall.

Ballantrae Dates for your diary

Saturday 28th September - 	Best of Ballantrae event in the church
Sunday 29th September - 	 11.30am Service and celebration of 200 years                                                     
                                       	 of Ballantrae church building

MONTHLY EVENTS 
IN ST COLMON KIRK HALL, COLMONELL

All are welcome to these free events. Donations towards expenses are welcomed.   

	 1st Thursday: Bible Study
 	 Over a coffee discover how the Bible, the No. 1 bestselling 
	 book, is relevant in our lives today.

	 2nd Thursday: Food & Friendship – join us for a pot luck 
	 supper. Just let Claire Pirrie know for catering numbers. 

	 3rd Friday: Filling Station – 7 for 7.30pm Woodland Bay 
	 Hotel, Girvan. An evening of contemporary worship music 
	 and inspiring speakers.  

	 4th Saturday at 10am Prayer & Praise 
  	 Our world and our communities need prayer, so please join 
	 us for a time of praise music and prayer.

COFFEE @ KIRK
Every Wednesday St Colmon Kirk Hall is open between 10am and 12noon 
for coffee, tea, biscuits for the price of a donation. Books are available to 
borrow or buy. Every 7 weeks a podiatry clinic is held. Contact Claire Pirrie 
to book an appointment.

BALLANTRAE CHURCH FAYRE

What a great Church Fayre……very busy and the rain 
stayed away (just). Thanks to all who donated, visited, 
ate the great cakes or just had fun…. We raised over 
£1750 for Church funds.
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The Ballantrae SWI 
by Jessie Brown

Our new session starts on Monday 2nd 
September at 7.15pm in Ballantrae Community 
Centre with a craft class on book folding and a 
talk on this year’s Garden Party at Holyrood. 7th 
October is a talk and slideshow on the Ayrshire 
Food Network, with a practical class on crochet 
on the 14th October and a Halloween Party for 
the school children at the end of October. 4th 
November is a class on Christmas crafts. Come 
along and join us to celebrate our 90years of 
Rural in Ballantrae. Everyone is welcome.  

For more information contact me Jessie Brown, 
President on 831544. 

Ballantrae Bowling Club 
by Anne McCulloch

Ballantrae Bowling Club were delighted to win 
the Maybole League Triples Pairs and Singles 
Competition. Our Ballantrae Open Pairs sponsored 
by McCulloch Rail - the Winners were Alan and 
Andrea Porter with Runners Up Iain and Moira Ross. 
Our Gala Bowls sponsored by Gordon McIlwraith 
the Fishmonger - the Winners were Neil Agnew 
and Kameron Balfour with Runners up Douglas and 
Tania McTaggart.

Future events:
Saturday 29 September – Closing Day for the Bowling Club
Sunday 26 January – Ballantrae Bowling Club AGM
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PINWHERRY & PINMORE
Pinwherry School 

Plans are progressing slowly 
with the old primary school. 
We are working closely with 
South Ayrshire Council on the 
Community Asset Transfer of 
the School buildings. South 
Ayrshire Council have carried 
out a building condition survey, and the Energy Agency 
have carried out an audit. Tenders have been submitted to 
the Scottish Land Fund for architects and business planning 
consultants and it is hoped our appointed consultants will be 
in place by September.
	 The PPCD have secured funding through the Assel Valley 
Wind Farm Community Benefit Funds for a 2 year community 
development person to help take forward our plans for the 
school and support to community groups. The post has been 
advertised through Goodmoves and Senscot and with a start 
date hopefully in September. 

Pinwherry Field 

The 2 Pins Company has received 
a grant from Pinmore and 
Pinwherry Community Council 
enabling them to install 2 
portable cabins. The new cabins 
will help support activities and 
events currently taking place 
and plans for the future. One cabin is a toilet block which 
has disabled access, disabled toilet and baby change facility. 

The second cabin has a kitchen, toilet and storage space. 
Both units have been plumbed in with electric lights and 
hot water supplied from our generator.  The next stage is 
to improve access to the field with a new safer entrance, 
open the car park for visitors, install local tourist information 
boards, picnic tables, and a permanent BBQ stand.
  
Environmental improvements

Thanks to Ayrshire Roads 
Alliance who have painted 
the Daljarrock and Pinwherry 
Bridges which brightens up the 
village entrances. Big thanks also 
to the residents of both villages 
who have filled the community 
flowers planters making the 
villages look more attractive and 
helped clear the weeds and over 
growth at Jubilee Bridge.
	 The Community notice boards 
have been re-painted, phase 2 is 
the repainting of the Milestones 
along the A715 & B734.
 
Community Defibrillators

The PPCD SCIO has placed Community Defibrillators in the 
telephone kiosks in Pinwherry and Pinmore Green. Thank 
you to the local residents who helped to install them in the 
phone boxes.

Pinwherry and Pinmore Community Development SCIO

PINWHERRY & PINMORE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

SUPPORT COSTS FOR TRANSPORT 
TO AND FROM MEDICAL SERVICES

It is now over four years since Pinwherry & 
Pinmore Community Council instigated a scheme 
to assist residents with the cost of transport to and 
from medical services. This scheme has been very 
successful and, so far has paid out over £1850. 
The scheme gives a generous mileage allowance 
or pays full public transport costs. The application 
form is simple and easy to use, and all details 
remain fully confidential. The scheme does not 
arrange transport. 

The application form is available on the Pinwherry 
& Pinmore Community Council website, from 

mechamberlain@btinternet.com or from 
Joy Chamberlain on 01465 841211
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Pinwherry Community Association Christmas Party will be held on Friday 20th December, children living 
in the Pinwherry and Pinmore area are eligible to attend. Any child, who does not normally receive an 
invitation from us and is eligible, should get in contact to have their names added to the list and receive an 
invitation.

Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner will be held on 16th December 2019, and lady over 60 years and any 
gentleman over 65 years is eligible to attend. If you live in the Pinwherry and Pinmore area and do not 
normally receive an invitation, please get in touch as this is always an enjoyable evening of good food and 
great company.

Please do not get left out and contact Morag on 01465841641 or 07780632876

PINWHERRY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Well we all survived the rain and thunder 
and midges! Pinwherry Craft and Local 
Produce Fair was a lovely and lively day. 
There were many amazing crafters & 
producers with beautiful products and 
items for sale. There was everything from 
classic cars, steam engines, farm equipment, 
bouncy castle, BBQ and of course the Craft 
Tent. Our stall holders did not fail to delight 
with their delicious home baked, locally 
made and locally grown produce. We had 
wood, willow and glass artists, basket ware, 
hand crafted cards, paintings and handbags, 
wood carved products, and much more. 
Huge thanks to all the community members 
who helped with organising the day and 
all those who came to support and buy. 
We look forward to welcoming everyone to 
our Christmas Craft Fair on Saturday 2nd 
November in Pinwherry Hall.

Pinwherry 
Craft and Local 
Produce fair
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SWIM OR GYM?
If you are under twenty years of age or are aged over 60 and 
live within the Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council 
area, you can still apply for a free three month membership 
of the Quay Zone Girvan. This can be either a swimming 
membership or, if over 16 years of age, a gym membership.

Application forms are available on the Pinwherry & Pinmore 
Community Council website, from mechamberlain@

btinternet.com or by phoning 01465 841211

PINWHERRY SWI
Pinwherry SWI starts back in September with a 
great line up of speakers and presenters. We will 
have Shirley from the Girvan and District Archives 
joining us and Louise Ladies Boutique - clothing, 
handbag and jewellery pop up shop in October. 
We will be making traditional holly wreaths 
with Ina in November followed in December by 
our Christmas Meal outing. In February we will 
be joined by Alice from Carrick Complimentary 
Therapies for our open evening. 

Why not come along and join us. We meet 2nd 
Monday of the month in Pinwherry Hall at 7.30pm. 
For more information contact our secretary Lana 
Rafferty on 01465 841272
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Date	 Event	 Location

02/09/19	 Ballantrae SWI first meeting of the season	 Ballantrae Community Hall
07/09/19	 Bar Bowling Club Open Triples Competition	 Barr Village
07/09/19	 Barrhill Flower Show	 Barrhill
12/09/19	 Barr Community Council	 Barr village hall
27/09/19	 Barr Village big McMillan Coffee Morning	 Barr village hall
28/09/19	 The Best of Ballantrae exhibition	 Ballantrae Church
29/09/19	 Closing of Bowling Club & presentation of prizes	 Ballnatrae Bowling Club
29/09/19	 200th Anniversary of Ballantrae Parish Church	 Ballantrae Church
13/10/19	 Catfish Keith, Accoustic Blues Guitarist live....	 Barr village hall
26/10/19	 Halloween Dance, Fancy Dress	 Barr village hall
02/11/19	 Pinwherry Christmas Craft and Local Produce Fair	 Pinwherry Village hall
10/11/19	 Remembrance Sunday Service	 Ballantrae War Memorial/Church
17/11/19	 Barr Village Christmas Fayre 	 Barr village hall
07/12/19	 Barrhill Christmas Craft Show	 Barrhill
11/12/19	 Ballantrae Senior Residents’ Christmas Party	 Ballantrae Community Hall
14/12/19	 Ballantrae Children’s Christmas Party	 Ballantrae Community Hall
24/12/19	 Watchnight Service in Ballantrae Church	 Ballantrae Church
31/12/19	 Ballantrae Hogmanay Dance	 Ballantrae Community Hall
31/12/19	 Barr Hogmanay party	 Barr village hall

Wanted: Photographs for the Stinchar Valley Magazine 
Are you a budding photographer? The Stinchar Valley Magazine wants to share with everyone what a beautiful place we live in 
and the great things happening. We are looking to create a bank of images that we can use for our front cover and back cover 
and in the magazine. If you have any photographs that you are happy for us to use that you have taken (we will give you full 
credit when we publish the image of course) then please share them with us. 

A couple of things to bear in mind: the higher the resolution of the image the better for printing so for example if you have a portrait mode image you 
think may be suitable for the front cover we recommend at least 2000 pixels wide X 2300 high. Also Stinchar Valley Magazine will be written across 
the top if it’s a front cover image so that has to be considered if you think you have the perfect front cover! 

You can email images to: stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

Village Events
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Regular meetings and clubs
Meeting/club	 Day	 Frequency	 Time	 Location

Ballantrae SWI	 1st Monday of the month	 From September to May		  Ballantrae Community Hall

Ballantrae Community Council	 last Tuesday of the month	 Monthly (expt. Dec)	 7pm 	 Ballantrae Village Hall

Ballantrae Youth Club	 Wednesday	 Weekly	 7pm to 9pm	 Ballantrae Village Hall

Stinchar Valley Photo Group	 last Thursday of the month	 Monthly (expt. December)	 7.30pm	 Ballantrae, BRICC house

Stinchar Valley Quilters	 Mon and Weds	 Weekly	 6.30pm - 9pm	 Barr Village Hall

Wee Whist 	 2nd Friday	 till august	 7pm	 Barr Village Hall

Barr SWI	 3rd Thursday in the month	 starts 19th Septmeber	 6.45pm	 Barr Village Hall

Barr Wee Gallery	 every weekend 	 From Easter till Sept	 11am to 4pm	 Barr Wee Gallery

Club Diamonds Keep Fit	 Monday	 Weekly 	 7pm-8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Badminton	 Tuesday	 Weekly (Sept to July)	 6pm - 8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Wee Whist	 Tuesday	 Fortnightly (Sept to May)	 7pm - 10pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Pilates Style Class	 Wednesday	 Weekly	 7.15pm - 8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Community Council	 Last Wednesday of month	 Monthly (expt. Jul, Sept & Dec)	 7pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Craft Group	 First Thursday of month	 Monthly	 7pm-9pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Games Club	 2nd and 4th Sunday of month		  3pm-5pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Film Night	 Last Thursday of the month	 Monthly	 7pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Coffee Morning	 Friday	 Weekly	 10am - 12 noon	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Youth Club - Juniors 5-9	 Friday 	 Weekly 	 5pm - 6:30pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Youth Club - Seniors 10-16	 Friday 	 Weekly 	 6:30pm-8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Bowling Club Whist	 4th Friday  of the month 	 Monthly (May to Sept)	 7:30pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

GIrvan Archery Club 	 4th Friday  of each  month 		  7.30pm - 8.30pm 	 Colmonell  Community Centre 

Colmonell  Youth Club 	 Friday 		  6.30pm - 9.00 pm	 Colmonell  Community Centre 

Colmonell Bowling   Club 	 Monday  and Wednesday 	 April-September 	 7pm	 Colmonell Bowling Club

Stinchar Valley Gardening Club	 3rd Wednesday of month	 September to April	 7.30pm 	 Colmonell Church Hall

Club Diamonds Keep Fit	 Monday		  2.30pm-3.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Graceful Years	 Wednesday		  2pm - 5pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Brownies	 Wednesday		  6.30pm - 8pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

The Stinchar Valley Social Group   	 2nd Wednesday of the month		  7.30 pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Peep for babies and toddlers	 Thursday		  10.30am - 11.30am	Colmonell Community Centre

Pilates style Keep Fit Class Intremediate	 Thursday	 6 week blocks	 6pm - 6.45pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Pilates style Keep Fit Class Beginners	 Thursday	 6 week blocks	 6.45pm - 7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

The Valley Choir	 Thursday		  7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Whist Drive	 1st Friday of the month 		  7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Exercise to DVD 	 Tuesday 		  7pm - 7.30 pm 	 Colmonell Community Centre

Colmonell Community Council	 4th Tuesday every 2nd month	 starts January	 7.30pm 	 Colmonell Community Centre

Zumba	 Monday 		  7pm - 7.45pm	 Comonell Community Centre

Ballantrae Wombles	 Thursday		  10am 	 Meet outside Scotmid shop

Pinwherry & Pinmore Development 	 2nd Thursday of the month		  7.30pm 	 Pinwherry Village Hall

Scottish Womens Institute	 2nd Monday of the month 		  7.30pm	 Pinwherry Village Hall



36 stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

Feel free to copy and share this for personal and educational use – 
and don’t forget there are loads more brilliant activities to download on our website! 

woodlandtrust.org.uk/naturedetectives   |    0330 333 5301    |    naturedetectives@woodlandtrust.org.uk

       Search for ‘nature detectives’     |              #NatureDetectives

© Made in 2016 by the Woodland Trust (registered charity nos 294344 and SC038885)

6+

Im
ag

es
: I

an
 Ja

m
is

on
, C

as
an

dr
a 

Ko
ci

ak
, D

an
 L

ee
, M

ic
ha

el
 T

ur
ne

r, 
Ch

ris
tin

e 
M

ar
tin

, L
au

rie
 C

am
pb

el
l, 

Pe
te

r P
re

ec
e,

 A
m

y 
Le

w
is

, J
oa

nn
e 

Sh
ee

ra
n,

 Ji
ll J

en
ni

ng
s/

 W
TM

L

Spine-tingling nature spots
Find these in the woods…if you dare!

Take this spotter sheet on a twilight trek for a seriously spooky adventure!

bingo
Spooky

Hear an owl hooting

Feel a spider web

See a crow

Hear a creaking tree

Hear snapping twigs

Hear rustling leaves
Find a leaf skeletonListen to silence

Hear the howling wind

Spot a scuttling spider

Hear a screeching bat

See a full moon

Sshhhh!


