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LOCAL AND INTERESTING WEB SITES

THE VILLAGES - Website and Facebook
Barr 	 www.barrvillage.co.uk/	 Barr Village
Barrhill 	 www.barrhill.org.uk	 Barrhill Folk Past and Present
Ballantrae Village 	 www.ballantrae.org.uk	 Information Ballantrae
Colmonell Village 	 www.colmonell-village.co.uk	 Colmonell, South Ayrshire, Scotland
Pinwherry/Pinmore 	 www.2pins.org.uk	 2 Pins Community

LOCAL INFORMATION AND THINGS TO DO
Visit Scotland 	 www.visitsouthernscotland.co.uk
The Stinchar Valley 	 www.stincharvalley.co.uk
Peinn Mor Pottery 	 www.peinnmor.co.uk
Girvan Attractions 	 www.girvanattractions.co.uk
Galloway & S. Ayrshire Biosphere 	 www.gsabiosphere.org.uk
St Colmon Church 	 www.stcolmonparishchurch.org.uk
Ballantrae Church 	 www.ballantraeparishchurch.org.uk
Dark Sky Park 	 scotland.forestry.gov.uk/forest-parks/galloway-forest-park/dark-skies

LOCAL ENVIRONMENT ORGANISATIONS
Ayrshire Rivers Trust 	 www.ayrshireriverstrust.org/cisp
The Southern Uplands Partnership 	 www.sup.org.uk
Scottish Red Squirrels 	 www.scottishsquirrels.org.uk
Scottish Natural Heritage 	 www.snh.org.uk
The Woodland Trust 	 www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
Forestry Commission 	 www.forestry.gov.uk
Scottish Environmental Protection 	 www.sepa.org.uk

USEFUL HELP WEBSITES
Ballantrae Medical Practice 	 www.ballantraemedicalpractice.co.uk
Public services all in one place 	 www.direct.gov.uk
Stagecoach 	 www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables
Citylink Express Coaches	 www.citylinkonlinesales.co.uk
Scottish Water 	 http://www.scottishwater.co.uk/
Community Police Team email	 GirvanSouthCarrickCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Community Police Team 	 www.scotland.police.uk/your-community/ayrshire/south-ayrshire
Walking Blog 	 www.scottishhills.com/html/modules.php?name=Forums&file=viewtopic&t=23147
Walk Highlands 	 www.walkhighlands.co.uk/

USEFUL CONTACTS
Emergency Services (Police, Fire, Urgent Medical, Coastguard)......................................... 999
Police (non-emergency)........................................................................................................ 101
Coastguard, (non-emergency e.g. suspicious articles found on any beach)...................... 999
Accident & Emergency, Ayr Hospital.................................................................................... 01292 610555
Minor Injuries Unit, Girvan Community Hospital................................................................ 01465 712571
NHS 24 ................................................................................................................................... 111
Gas Emergencies ................................................................................................................... 0800 111 999
Scottish Power, Power Cut/Emergencies.............................................................................. 0800 0929290
Samaritans ............................................................................................................................ 0345 909090
Citizens Advice, Stranraer 10am-4pm Monday to Friday................................................... 01776 706355
Stagecoach, Ayr Depot......................................................................................................... 01292 613500
My Bus Rural, Door to door transport for Carrick. Mon - Sat 7am to 7pm....................... 0845 123 5656
SEPA Emergencies................................................................................................................. 0800 807060
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HOW TO SEND IN
YOUR ARTICLES AND
PICTURES
Please email articles and pictures to your community 
representative or to the address below.  If you do not 
have access to a computer you can post to Guildhall, 
Pinwherry, Girvan KA26 0RT Please remember to 
include your name, address and telephone number 
and let us know if you want anything returned.

When you are sending material by email 

Please send text as an attached Word or Open Office 
document with a minimum 11 size font.  Please 
do not insert photographs into the Word 
document.  Please attach them separately and 
name them.  Images should be high resolution (min 
300 DPI) wherever possible.  If in doubt please speak 
to your community representative.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION – AUTUMN 2019 
SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES TO REPS OR THE EDITOR 
IS 26th July 2019 (business adverts 19th July)

DISTRIBUTION TO VILLAGES WILL BE W/C 02.09.2019

Thanks to Harriet Ellis for the cover image

EDITORIAL PANEL The Stinchar Valley Magazine is published by the voluntary editorial group with the valued 
support of the contributors, with the aim of supporting the community interest and local businesses. Please 
note The Editorial Team will consider all submissions and make the final selection of material for each issue. 
Are we doing a good job? Please let us know

LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES AND EDITORIAL PANEL

Summer 
Edition

	 Editorial Board 		  Stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

	 Pinwherry/Pinmore 	 Marie McNulty 	 mariemcnultyg@gmail.com

	 Ballantrae 	 Andy McAlpine	 andy.mcalpine@btinternet.com
		  Peter Newland	 peternewlands1@btconnect.com

	 Barr 	 Margaret Bunnett	 thebunnetts@btinternet.com

	 Barrhill 	 Linda Wild 	 linda.wild@gmail.com

	 Lendalfoot 	 Margaret Fleming 	 margaretfleming775@gmail.com

	 Colmonell 	 Margaret Robertson 		  Tel: 01465 881352
		  Howard Wilkinson 	 howard.wilkinson2@btinternet.com	 Tel: 01465 881260
	
	 Admin/Treasurer	 Marie McNulty	 mariemcnultyg@gmail.com 	 Tel: 01465 841168

NOTE FROM THE EDITORIAL TEAM

We hope you will enjoy 
the Summer 

2019 issue of the S
tinchar Valley 

Magazine. 

Once again, we’ve trie
d to bring 

you news of what’s be
en happening in 

the communities in th
e valley and the 

surrounding area... 

If you would like to s
ubmit something 

for a future edition, 
please contact 

a member of the Ed
itorial Team - 

their names can be f
ound below.
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Want to advertise your business 
in the Stinchar Valley Magazine? 

Since the magazine began, we have been supporting local businesses with free business adverts. We want 
to continue to support local businesses but we have had to become more self-financing as a magazine.

There are two options now for business adverts in the magazines.

Option 1 Join our ‘Little Ads Club’ – (Exclusively for businesses within the Stinchar Valley villages of Barr, 
Barrhill, Pinmore, Pinwherry, Colmonell, Ballantrae and Lendalfoot)

For £10 a year you can have a credit card sized advert in the magazine in the winter, spring, summer and 
autumn editions or

For £20 a year you can have a double credit card advert in the magazine in the winter, spring, summer and 
autumn editions

Option 2 Have a larger paid advert in the magazine - This option is available to those businesses in the 
Stinchar Valley and others outside the area. It offers a reasonably priced option for businesses wanting a 
larger advertisement to promote their business.

Prices for an advert in one edition

•	 Half page £60

•	 Full Page £100

•	 All 4 centre pages £300

•	 Back page £150

Payment for all adverts is in advance.

If you wish to join the ‘Little Ads Club’ or would like a larger paid advert in the 
magazine please contact Marie McNulty for more information on:-  

stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk 
1
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What a welcome period of Spring weather we have 
enjoyed. Spring, heralding the birth of a new season 
with new growth on the trees, beautiful flowers, lambs 
in the field and all that Easter brings, is perhaps one 
of the nicest times of the year. The great weather is 
appreciated by all from families on school holidays to 
farmers tending to livestock or sorting out early crops. 

I can imagine that there is a welcome home joy for 
Ballantrae residents as they welcome back children and 
staff to the newly refurbished Primary School with the 
noise of happy children once again filling the air and 
Mrs Templeton and her dedicated staff back in their 
rightful place. Friendships and memories will have been 
made by children and staff from their time in Girvan 
which I`m sure will continue.

Rural housing has always been a concern raised to 
me at various meetings and surgeries. There have 
been consultations and the subject was also raised at 
the South Ayrshire Council Rural Forum which was 
held in March at Crosshill Village. SAC members and 
Officers are at the moment taking forward a new Local 

Development Plan (LDP2) which is submitted to the 
Scottish Government every five years. We are trying to 
build flexibility in the new plan to accommodate the 
very different needs of rural villages where one, two 
or three houses on a suitably identified site can make a 
huge difference and allow communities to address their 
requirements. This could be “all on the level” housing 
with easy access for the elderly or a property with 
the required rooms for a young family. The rationale 
behind this is to identify the need and to allow for 
folk to stay within their own communities as well as 
making possible use of local contractors with a view to 
generating the local economy and keeping skills local.

There has been an ongoing review of residential and 
day-care services in Carrick commissioned by the Health 
and Social Care Partnership. As Chair of the SAC Service 
and Performance Panel, I monitor these reviews very 
carefully. It is absolutely essential that our elderly and 
vulnerable are able to access and use these services 
within our own area. Carrick, and South Carrick in 
particular, are large rural areas with village and small 
cluster communities using Girvan as the town to access 
service provision such as I have described, plus Hospital, 
Council and retail services. As such we need to have 
facilities such as Hillcrest Residential Home, Nursery 
Court Day Centre, Boyle Court, and Girvan Community 
Hospital. Myself and others within the Council are 
always alert and ready to act if necessary to make sure 
that services such as these are protected with easy access 
for our residents.

On a last and happy note, Summer is well on its way with 
Galas, Flower Shows, Parades and Festivals bringing 
smiles and holidays. Have a great time throughout. 
(Don`t mention Brexit!!)

Councillor Alec Clark

AN INDEPENDENT VIEW

Summer is here! Hopefully 
the weather that we had in 
the Spring and at Easter will 
continue and we will have 
another lovely summer.  

The villages will now be 
organising their summer 
events and Gala Days. I 
am hoping to get to most 
of the Galas and events as 
possible. It is good to see 
the Festival of Food & Drink 
in Ballantrae is back again 
this year. All the village 

bowling greens will also now have been opened for 
a number of weeks and I hope they are well attended 
over the summer season.

I am looking forward to the official opening of 
Ballantrae School. The school is looking well after 
all the work that has been done. The renovations at 
Barr School have started and hopefully these will be 
finished during the summer recess.

The introduction of the 20mph speed limit through 
the villages is progressing with Ayrshire Roads 
Alliance who are attending Community Councils 
to discuss their plans. At the Community Council 
meetings consultation will take place regarding the 
public’s view, so hopefully all villages will get the 
traffic calming measures they want in due course.

Until the Autumn edition, I hope you all have a great 
summer.

Councillor Ian Fitzsimmons

COUNCILLOR IAN FITZSIMMONS
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When this is published 
summer will be with us 
and I’m hopeful the lovely 
Easter was an indication 
that a good season lies 
ahead. Summer is a time 
for Galas, holidays and 
activities around the ward 
and I am sure that they will 
all be successful events.

Galas are often the 
highlight for communities 
and a time to enjoy and 
relax. They take a lot of 
hard work to plan and 

execute by many volunteers. I do hope that we will 
all support them to ensure success and as a thank 
you to the organisers and helpers. There are many 
other activities taking place and the programme is 
growing. Whatever your interest I hope that you 
enjoy them.

Work at the Council continues to be very busy and I 
am pleased that rural areas are getting their equal 
share of profile and prominence. The Rural Panel is 
up and running again and the initial meetings were 
well attended with a wide range of questions and 
ideas which are being taken forward.

Progress has been made on addressing rural housing 
issues, with the roll-out of IT solutions to schools 
in the area to enhance and provide better service 

delivery. We hope to see free Wi-Fi in centres 
established over the summer to allow better 
connectivity, provision for those without IT, visitors 
etc. A programme has commenced to provide Vehicle 
Electric Charging Points which will be rolled out over 
the year. Work continues on Rural Transport with 
joint working between the Council, SPT, Stagecoach 
and Community transport.

More new Tourism initiatives are coming forward 
as well as new Social Enterprise businesses and I 
am hopeful of growth and success. The Council 
Place Plans to regenerate the community will soon 
commence, this being the first ward in the Council.

A worrying trend is the decrease in people seeking a 
career in farming but hopefully new initiatives will 
reverse this trend in this vital industry for the area. 
Population growth and opportunities for our young 
people to remain and grow our economy are vital. 

My external committee work for the council allows 
me to advertise and promote the area and the level 
of enquiries is growing. My Council work on behalf 
of constituents continues at pace and I am pleased 
to have been able to assist many individuals and 
communities. 

I hope I can catch up with many of you at the Galas 
and various events.

Councillor Peter Henderson SNP

COUNCILLOR PETER HENDERSON
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South Ayrshire Rural Forum 
by Linden Hunt

I attended this event in Crosshill on 11 March with Andy McAlpine to 
represent Ballantrae. It involved a panel of Councillors chaired by Alec Clark, 
with short presentations by officials on 3 main themes: Rural Transport, 
Housing, and Digital Connectivity (including Broadband). After each 
presentation there was a short Q&A session and an Open Forum at the end.  

The Forum is a platform for those living in villages and more rural locations 
to discuss issues which are important to them with Councillors and other 
decision makers face-to-face.

Mark Baker, Service Lead for Corporate Planning & Improvement, provided 
an update on rural transport issues and advised that discussions are taking 
place with SPT, Network Rail & other transport providers with regards to 
the issues faced by rural communities. A forum led by Cllr Henderson has 
been established to consider these issues and various solutions. One of those 
issues is about people getting from Colmonell to Ballantrae but having to 
go via Girvan. 

Kevin Anderson, Service Lead Corporate & Housing Policy, updated us on 
local housing needs. Turnover in rural areas tends to be slower than in the 
towns. The only way the Council can find out what is required and where, is 
to speak to people through a range of consultation events. Local Authority 
and Housing Associations work off the same waiting list and a common 
application form is used. Cllr Grant advised that it is important to get houses 
in rural areas and get the right people in them as this is what will keep the 
schools open. In response to a question about how to kickstart change in a 
small village and encourage children and families to want to move to the 
village, it was suggested that people don’t apply for houses in small villages 
because they don’t think there is any chance of them getting a property 
there. People who do get houses then don’t want to leave. Cllr Campbell 
advised that the key is getting young people into villages but to do this jobs 
and transport are required.  

Jim Johnstone, Service Lead for Economic Development, provided an update 
on digital connectivity followed by in depth discussion about the state of 
Broadband coverage. Apparently the Scottish Government is aiming for 
96.8% coverage for the whole of Scotland.  

Stewart McCall, Service Lead for ICT Enterprise Architecture explained about 
Council networks. Work is underway to improve internet connectivity in 
schools and council owned buildings. Various council buildings will soon 
benefit from free wi-fi which in turn will benefit the community, especially 
in rural areas.

During the Open Forum a number of other issues were raised. These included 
improved publicity for Rural Forum meetings; traffic calming measures, 
speed and the condition of rural roads (Cllr Henderson reiterated that the 
villages need to attend the consultation events with Ayrshire Roads Alliance 
and advise them of this); litter being dumped in laybys as there are no bins 
(Cllr Clark advised that we can request the Council to come and lift the 
rubbish however he will take it forward with waste management); items 
being discarded on private land and a charge being imposed when it’s being 
taken to the dump; the state of play on the Maybole bypass; and replacing 
windows in a conservation area. 

Was it worth attending? Definitely. It was a great opportunity to put a face to 
an SAC name (officials and councillors) and to question them directly. I would 
encourage all Stinchar Valley communities to ensure you are represented at 
future Rural Forum meetings. 

The intention is that the Rural Forum should meet four times per year in 
communities and twice within County Buildings. The next meeting is 
scheduled for May in Annbank Primary School when the topics for discussion 
will be SAC Housing Strategy, Roads (condition and maintenance), and 
Planning and Building Control processes.

Notes of meetings plus agendas for future meetings etc can be found on the 
SAC website https://www.south-ayrshire.gov.uk/rural-forum/.

Hope all is well with you and that the year, so 
far, has been to your liking. I feel honoured to 
be asked to submit an article for the Stinchar 
Valley Magazine and who knows I might be 
asked to do it again. 

As you will see I work out of Girvan Police 
Office and run Rural Watch and am Wildlife 
Crime Liaison Officer for Ayrshire. 

I started Rural Watch about 13 years ago as a 
line of communication for the farming and rural 
community. I now have about 830 members 
and email them on a monthly basis with crime 
trends and what to look out for.
 
The following is a section of my latest report. If 
anyone within the farming and rural community 
would like to join Rural Watch then email me 
your name, address and contact number.
 
There has been a lot going on in the month and 
I now have the facility to have a look at what is 
happening in other areas of Scotland. I would 

say that the bulk of the crimes either relate to 
livestock worrying or theft, and theft of fuel.
 
Folks, a lot of you have been farming and living 
in the rural community for many years but 
what I would like you guys to do is to check 
your livestock on a regular basis. A lot of you 
will have livestock in other areas of the county 
and may not always manage to check them. 
As you will see a large amount of sheep were 
reported stolen from a farm in the D & G area.
 
I could not believe the amount of calls for 
sheep worrying in Scotland, sometimes sheep 
getting injured or killed or even chased. There 
was even the report of a horse being attacked 
in the North Ayrshire area.
 
We need to educate dog owners and I have 
it going through my head that this could be 
introduced at school level. I will be speaking to 
a number of kids next week at Dumfries House 
about livestock worrying and I’ll gauge the 
response there.

 Theft of fuel is happening throughout Scotland. 
Please make sure that your tanks are secure. If 
it is not possible to have your tank locked away 
or secure in a building then have the tanks 
covered by security lights or CCTV.  
 
This includes your vehicles of course. If they 
can be secured away then great. If not able to 
secure away then make sure they are covered 
by security lights or CCTV.
 
We need to make it difficult for the thieves folks 
and show them that they are not welcome in 
Ayrshire and D&G.

Folks, “See Something, Say Something”. 
Take care of yourselves and your neighbours.
 
Regards
Graeme  

Graeme G Gordon
Police Officer
Wildlife Crime Liaison Officer

Rural Watch Update By PC Graeme Gordon, Wildlife Crime Liaison Officer

Hello,
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Club Diamonds 

All age groups welcome

Colmonell  Monday         2.30 – 3.30 p.m.             
Colmonell Community Hall

Barrhill      Monday         7.00 – 8.00 p.m.            
Barrhill Memorial Hall

Girvan       Tuesday        11.30a.m – 12.30p.m.    
Girvan South Parish Church Hall

Girvan       Wednesday    11.30a.m.– 12.30p.m.  
Girvan South Parish Church Hall

£4.00 per session 

Funded by Girvan Community Council and Kilgallioch Community Fund

The Valley Choir 
by Catriona Joss

The Stinchar Valley Community Choir is a new and very 
enthusiastic mixed community choir which started in 
November 2018. There are about 16 members already with 
about 12 regular attenders, approximately 8 ladies and 4 
men. We meet each Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the 
Colmonell Community Hall. Members come from across the 
Stinchar Valley. I think we are making very good progress.

As a newcomer to this part of South Ayrshire I was very 
keen to be involved in music locally. I have a background 
of singing choral, traditional Scottish and folk music, and 
also in musical theatre and happily volunteered to lead this 
new choir.

You do not have to be able to read music or have any 
experience in singing. If you just love to sing then please 
do come along and give it a go. Also, if you would be 
interested in being a piano accompanist in our choir you 
would be most welcome.

So far we have been singing a very wide variety of pieces, 
including arrangements of Scottish, traditional and modern 
gospel, sacred, modern folk and songs from musicals. So 
something for everyone’s taste. Also I like to encourage 
people to suggest music they would like to sing in the choir.

If you would like any more information please feel welcome 
to contact me, Catriona Joss, at ceejayjoss@gmail.com or 
phone me on 07709418271
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The Barrhill Craft Group held its AGM in February, 
where our Chair Sarah Redman sadly decided to 
resign from her position. I have now taken over 
as Chair and I am looking forward to continuing 
the work with this lovely group of likeminded 
people. But I would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking Sarah for all of her hard work and for her 
vision in setting up this group.  

This is the first time I’ve written on behalf of the 
Barrhill Craft Group, but can say that over the last 
year we have tried a number of crafts which we 
have all really enjoyed; including ‘felting’, crochet 
and knitting etc, and we had a trip to Glasgow to 
a Crafting Event where we were able to get more 
ideas of crafts we would like to try, a number of 

which we hope to have in the 
future. Our group is very friendly 
and anyone can come along and 
meet us where you will receive 
a very warm welcome. This also 
includes people from outside of 
Barrhill, as many members live 
out-with the village. We meet 
the 1st Thursday of every month 
at the Barrhill Village Hall @ 7pm, and we hope to 
increase this to an extra evening every month.

I hope to see many new faces at our next meeting.

Carol Bell

Barrhill Craft Group

BARRHILL
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Barrhill Bowling Club 
by Martin Rennie

Barrhill Bowling Club was founded in 1934 so this is our 85th 
year. The past year has seen considerable work undertaken 
by members and contractors to the green and it feels very 
firm and is playing well. This will hopefully result in an 
improvement in our playing skills!
 
We would like to thank Carrick Futures, as we are very grateful 
for their financial support of the club to enable us to improve 
the standard of our bowling green. New jacks and mats have 
been purchased with the help of a grant from Carrick Futures. 
Another grant from Barrhill Community Council was used to 
buy corporate clothing to promote the club when playing away 
from home.

We are looking to attract new members. Anyone interested can 
drop in anytime someone is on the green to have a chat about 
participating. We will also be having open days to allow anyone 
to try bowling, which will be on the second Sunday of each 
month. So please feel welcome to drop in, meet our members 
and see what you think of bowling. We have many sizes of bowls 

available. The only thing we ask is that flat-soled footwear is 
worn, so as not to damage the playing surface.

We will also be running after-school clubs for the children at 
Barrhill Primary School to introduce pupils to bowling. We will 
be playing different games and hopefully encouraging new blood 
to the club in due course.

If you would like any further information, drop us an email 
at barrhillbowlingclub@gmail.com or call on 07977 176846.

Barrhill Flower Show
After a break last year the Barrhill Flower Show is returning, bigger and better 
than before, with some all-new classes for you to try your hand at. There are 
some “Sewing Bee”-inspired classes, a brand-new photography section and 
several more new classes dotted through the schedule.

The show will be held in memory of our very dear friend Annie Clarke who 
was such a vital part of the proceedings. In the 2017 show Annie submitted a 
staggering 42 entries across 5 sections and went on to win the trophies for Best 
in Whole Show, Most Points in Show, Best Exhibit in Flower Section and Best 
Exhibit in Decorative Section.

	 Remember; it’s not just about flowers! There are also sections for 
vegetables, flower arranging, baking, preserves and handicrafts. You 
can enter as many or as few classes as you like. Please don’t be put off 
by thinking that what you have grown or made is not good enough 
to enter, just have a go, you never know - you might win a prize!
	 There is also a children’s section with classes from pre-school age 
to 16 years. There are plenty of classes to choose from and children’s 
classes are free to enter. So why not encourage your children to have 
a go at making some entries during the summer holidays? There are 
lots of great ideas to keep them busy on those inevitable rainy days.
	 Schedules are available from the Barrhill village shop and other 
locations around the local area, or you can download a copy from the 
Barrhill website www.barrhill.org.uk under the Other menu.
	 Look out for updates and more details on the Barrhill Flower Show 
Facebook page.
	 Please come along and support this traditional event. Entrance is 
£2 for adults and 50p for accompanied children. A delicious cream tea 
is included in the price.

We look forward to seeing you at our annual Flower Show on 
Saturday 7th September 2019 when doors open at 2pm.  



11stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

BURNS 
Mr Sykes and Mr Murphy came along to judge 
this year, as well as presenting prizes to our 
winners. James was the overall winner on the 
day and he was presented with the Barrhill 
Burns Competition Quaich. This year we 
also performed songs and Scottish dancing.  
Everyone put in a fantastic effort on the day!

Barrhill Primary School

WORLD BOOK DAY
We all celebrated World Book Day. Everyone 
made a tremendous effort and we enjoyed a day 
of Literacy Events.

EASTER ASSEMBLY
The P5-7 class delivered a fantastic Easter Assembly for the 
parents, where they created their own version of the Easter 
Story. They also spent some time perfecting ‘Hot Cross Buns’ 
on the glockenspiels and recorder.

ACE DAYS
We continue to participate in our ACE 
Days where the pupils are being further 
challenged in the activities provided. 
Here are some pictures of P3-5 enjoying 
Bushcraft!
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Barrhill Community Interest Company
Barrhill Development Trust
We are pleased to announce the creation of a new charity 
for Barrhill; Barrhill Development Trust, which takes 
the form of a SCIO - Scottish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation. Our charity number is SC049162.
	
The decision to create a new SCIO for Barrhill was 
discussed by members and adopted at Barrhill 
Community Interest Company’s AGM on 10th October 
2018.
	
The reasons for creating the SCIO and becoming a charity are:
•	 many more funding streams are available
•	 liability of charity trustees is limited and members 
	 are not liable to contribute to the assets, if it is 
	 wound up. 
•	 title to land and buildings can be held in the name of 
	 the SCIO.
•	 there is only one single regulator - OSCR (Office of 
	 the Scottish Charity Regulator).
•	 formal governance provides transparency and a 
	 legal operating framework.

Barrhill Community Interest Company will be retained, 
primarily to continue to issue the annual winter fuel 
payments, as this is not considered charitable (it is not 
means tested). BCIC will also continue to operate the 
grants and bursaries.  
	
Over the coming months the Barrhill Memorial Hall, 
bowling green and community car park assets will 
be transferred to Barrhill Development Trust. The 
Development Trust will gradually take on the projects 
of Barrhill Community Interest Company, including the 
management of the Memorial Hall, future youth work, 
community events, Liam’s Handyman projects and 
longer-term legacy building projects, such as managing 
community-run facilities and businesses (Trout Inn).
	
We would like to encourage the community to become 
members of Barrhill Development Trust. Becoming a 
Member does not entail any specific commitment and 
is completely free, it simply shows that you support the 
aims of the Trust. To be eligible to become a member, 
you must be aged 16 or over and be a resident of 
Barrhill, or the Barrhill Community Council Area. As a 
Member, we will write to you from time to time about 
the development of our projects and you will be invited 
to all Member’s Meetings (these are usually annual). 

Please email Amy-Dee Watson for a membership form - amy.
barrhillcic@gmail.com, or pop into the Memorial Hall office 
on a Tuesday to pick up a form. The constitution of Barrhill 
Development Trust is available to view, please email Amy for 
a copy.

Barrhill Handyman  

by Liam Barry

Since being appointed as Barrhill Handyman in 
September I have tidied and weeded the sensory garden 
flower beds around the car park and planted 1200 
flower bulbs which are sprouting through the ground 
and mostly in bloom.
	 I have cleaned up the railings on the foot bridge as 
well as weeding the pavements and also attending to 
the park area. I have also jet washed the car park. I have 
attended to various small jobs around the memorial hall 
and am in the process of placing planters throughout 
the village and waiting for bulbs and plants to be 
ordered so our village can be in bloom for summer and 
beyond.
	 It’s also been my privilege to meet local village 
residents who have been helpful and friendly and some 
even sharing their knowledge on how to maintain the 
heating system, thank you.
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Three business development workshops have been held in Barrhill Memorial Hall this year. After suggestions from 
a number of different community members, BCIC’s Community Development Worker contacted Ayrshire Business 
Gateway and arranged for an initial half day workshop to take place, to establish local interest. This workshop was 
well attended, with 11 people stating their interest in attending further workshops.

Due to our village’s rural location and close proximity to the Dumfries and Galloway border, Barrhill is often 
“forgotten about”, in terms of workshop delivery, resulting in community members being required to travel to 
Ayr, Irving, or even Kilmarnock, to access business development workshops. 

Working with Business Gateway, two full-day workshops have been delivered from the 
Memorial Hall in March; Social Media and Website Masterclass and also a Finance and Book 
keeping workshop.

Barrhill Youth Activities
We are in the process of setting up 
Barrhill Youth Club and we have 
registered with Youth Scotland, 
the national charity for supporting 
and delivering youth work in the 
community. Youth Scotland are 
currently processing PVG applications 
for youth work volunteers to run 
Barrhill Youth Club. Once this process 
is complete, we are hoping to start 
youth provision in Barrhill before the 
summer holidays. 

We intend to run two sessions for 
different age groups; age 5 – 9/10 and 
age 10/11 – 17. (We may change these 
age groups to suit the needs of the 
young people). In the meantime, we 
ran a children’s Easter Egg hunt in the 
village, which was enjoyed by some 
of the local children.

Barrhill Film Nights

On the last Saturday of each month we are running a free film 
screening from Barrhill Memorial Hall, with each screening 
commencing at 7pm.
 
We will also have a couple of matinees during the summer 
holidays as well as a Christmas Special or two nearer the time. 
We would welcome any suggestions for films you would like 
to see being shown.  

In the meantime here are the dates of the film nights for your 
diaries:- 27/4/19; 25/5/19; 22/6/19; 27/7/19; 24/8/19; 28/9/19; 
26/10/19; 23/11/19 and 21/12/19. All are Saturday nights, 
starting at 7pm.

Barrhill Business 
Boost
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Trout Inn Investigations
The Trout Inn is a long established, purpose-built, 
licensed hotel, dating back to the late 19th century. It is 
located in a prominent position on the Main Street of 
Barrhill and is the only pub in the village. The current 
proprietor, who has owned the business and property 
for eight years, is wishing to sell the property in order 
to retire. Over the past few months, BCIC Community 
Development Worker, Amy, has been carrying out 
preliminary investigatory work into the possibility of 
the community purchasing, managing and running the 
Trout Inn as a pub and restaurant. 
	
	 Research on the current trading of the business, 
context of the local area, demographics, economy, 
heritage, connectivity, tourism, has been carried out, 
in addition to research on case studies of similar rural 
pubs and restaurants and other community-run pubs. 
Evaluation of the finances and predicted finances, the 
current offerings and cultural opportunities in the local 
area, including annual festivals and how these may 
positively impact, have also been undertaken. 
	 An independent valuer was engaged to carry out 
and produce a valuation report, whilst architects 
carried out a non-invasive survey on the property and 
produced initial proposals. As a result of all of the above 
research, a Feasibility Study has been produced, which 
was presented to the Board.
	 The next step was to consult with the community. 
This was achieved by producing large information 
boards summarising the content of the Feasibility 

Study and an Open Day was held on 9th February, 
displaying the information and inviting feedback from 
the community via a short questionnaire. The Open 
Day was well attended, however to ensure that every 
community member was given a chance to feedback 
on the proposal, the questionnaire was distributed to 
every household in the parish.
	 The information boards were also put online on the 
BCIC website, with links to BCIC social media and there 
were also many opportunities for community members 
to pop into the BCIC office to view the information 
boards and ask questions.
	 The deadline for feedback was 28th February and the 
results show a high level of support for the community 
purchasing and managing the Trout Inn as a pub and 
restaurant - 76% voted yes, 19% voted no and 5% 
voted unsure. 
	 At the beginning of March, our Community 
Development Worker and some BCIC Board members 
attended a study trip to another community-run pub 
and restaurant in Dunlop, East Ayrshire, which was very 
useful and insightful.
	 Our Community Development Worker has since 
submitted a Stage 1 application to the Scottish Land 
Fund, for funding for the purchase of the property. If 
successful, there will be a second-round application to 
secure. We will keep the community informed of any 
developments with this exciting project, as they happen.
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Those residents in the district who are familiar with the monument in Barrhill 
to the two Covenanters martyred during the ‘Killing Times’ of the late 17th 
Century, will have noticed that last Autumn the Martyrs’ Tomb monument was 
renovated and that  its condition is now much improved. Since the inception 
of Barrhill Community Council in 1977, this was the second time it had been 
involved in carrying out repair work to the Tomb, the first occurring sometime 
in the late eighties or early nineties, it is thought.
	 The Barrhill Martyrs’ Tomb is listed as a Category B monument by Historic  
Environment Scotland and as such should be preserved for future generations. 
It serves as a reminder of a most important period in Scotland’s turbulent past.
	 It was erected in memory of the two martyrs, John Murchie and 
Daniel Meiklewrick, shot and killed nearby in 1685 by ‘Bloody Drummond’ 
(Lieutenant William Drummond) and his soldiers, who had pursued them for 
being Covenanters and found them to be carrying bibles. They died for their 
beliefs in freedom of faith.
	 The process for the latest renovation commenced back in April 2016, 
after the Community Council (CC) received several comments about the 
disappointing appearance of the Memorial. It had been known for a few years 
that the Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association (SCMA) was gradually 
carrying out an examination and inspection of all the Covenanter memorials 
to assess conditions and ascertain if repair works were needed. 
	 The Community Council requested an update on how this was progressing 
and received the reply from the SCMA that an examination had not yet 
taken place at Barrhill. This was then undertaken in early May 2016, when 
it was noted that, while the main structure was sound, the stonework of the 
monument had deteriorated where it had previously been cement pointed. It 
was thought that this should all be picked out and the walling repointed with 
traditional lime mortar for longevity, as this does not damage stonework over 
time. The inscription also required cleaning.
	 The SCMA then had a full survey done on the monument and obtained 
estimates for the work, which all took much longer time than was hoped, 
due to difficulties encountered in finding a suitable contractor, and it was not 
until November 2016 that these were ready for discussion by the Association’s 
committee. At the beginning of April 2017 the Community Council was 
informed that the proposed costs to fully renovate the monument were more 
than the SCMA was able to commit to at this time, but that it was prepared to 
contribute to the costs should the local community be able to raise funds to 
achieve this. 
	 The estimate from a local company, Walter Brown (Building Contractor) 
Ltd, was sent to the CC to consider, but it was not until August that the CC 

received the information that the SCMA was willing to donate £600, leaving 
the CC to raise a significant amount. The Community Council then embarked 
on its efforts to obtain the bulk of the funding from Carrick Futures to enable 
the repairs to be carried out.
	 A condition of submitting applications to Carrick Futures is that three 
estimates have to be obtained. It was known that this would be extremely 
difficult due to the  previous experience of the renovation of the Barrhill War 
Memorial. An on-site meeting was held with the firm still present at that time 
at the War Memorial, but presumably due to the travelling distances involved 
the estimate was considerably greater than the one obtained by the SCMA 
from the local Girvan firm. In view of the time lapse since that estimate had 
been obtained, the CC obtained an updated estimate in November 2017 in 
the knowledge that the firm, if given the go-ahead, could not commence work 
until Spring 2018.
	 Fortunately, under the circumstances, Carrick Futures agreed to only two 
estimates being provided and the grant application for funding of £3,348, to 
add to the £600 to be contributed by the SCMA, was submitted in November 
2017, in time for the December 2017 deadline. The decision was eagerly 
awaited and was not announced until February 2018 when, to the relief of all 
concerned, the application was approved in full. 
	 The Girvan building firm was, however, then unable to commence work 
until late July 2018. It also took a little while to obtain the lime mortar, the 
supplier having to gather up a minimum order.  
	 The renovation was finally completed in September 2018, with comments 
received since as to how well the monument is looking now. The lettering on 
the inscription has been cleaned, but at the time of writing still has to be re-
painted. The SCMA has mentioned the possibility of holding a conventicle at 
the monument sometime in the future. Long term residents and those of us old 
enough to remember the ministry of the late Rev. James Nelson, will remember 
that a conventicle was a regular occurrence at the site every September for 
many years.
	 It is hoped that the renovation work to the Barrhill Martyrs’ Tomb 
monument will ensure protection against the elements for many years to 
come, in order to preserve the structure, and that future generations will be 
encouraged to learn more about Scotland’s history.  
	 The Community Council is most grateful to Carrick Futures for its support 
of the project with funding from Scottish Power Renewables’ Mark Hill and 
Arecleoch Windfarms. The contribution by the Scottish Covenanter Memorials 
Association is also much appreciated.

Restoration of 
Barrhill Martyrs’ Tomb Monument
By Celia Strain

After restoration

Before restoration
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BARR

It is quite strange to think by the time this article is read we 
will be half way through 2019. Barr Gala on 1st June will 
have been over and school end of term rapidly approaching. 
Christmas, winter and spring over, summer hopefully to look 
forward to.

The BCA and the hall have been busy over the first few 
months, the annual Barr Burns Club held its popular Burns 
Supper on the 1st Feb well attended by some 70 plus men 
and the usual clubs met various after school activities for the 
youths of the village.

February slipped into March almost without noticing our 
AGM held and our continued support of the Barr Parish 
Dev Company in its negotiations with SAC to take over our 
hall. Gala arrangements taking up our time it was great to 
support the Endurorally when over 100 vintage cars came 
over the Changue Forest Road, past the hall and on to 
Girvan. For over 2 hours villagers and visitors watched these 
cars from the 1900s roar past through the village, with waves 
and horns ... what a spectacle!

The school shut for Easter and the workmen moved in, 
exciting times, an extension and renovation on our lovely 
wee school. Looking forward to the new and hope to see 
additional kids using the new nursery facility.
 
Just before Easter a few of the village, organised by Jenny 
Craig, walked up the Screws to collect litter, towels, a jacket, 
loads of cans and takeaway food containers filled 8 plus 
bags of rubbish. It is a shame that people cannot respect our 
valley and take their rubbish home! Thanks to Jenny and 
John Craig for organising along with taking the rubbish to 
the dump.

Easter weekend was busy, on Easter Saturday the ever 
popular Gaiety brought the Easter Bunny Murder Mystery 
with Eggs and drama! The hall filled, the Bowls Bar opened 
and the Bunny died!  Fun for all, laughs with dreadful puns 
and a big thanks to the Rural Touring Network, unfortunately 
with low ticket sales and funding running out there will only 
be one more event for the rest of this year, Catfish Keith ....
on Oct 13th.

This was quickly followed on Easter Sunday with the Parent 
Council Easter Teas and table sale. The members of the BCA 
supported this event, helping to set up, bake and run the 
day. A steady flow of over 80 people came and enjoyed the 
afternoon tea put on, delicious tastes and special sandwiches, 
all home cooked and served with smiles. The stalls were 
popular and it was lovely to see so many enjoying the village 
on such a superb sunny day. The bouncy castle was quickly 
put on in the sun to keep the kids happy and paddling in the 
Gregg was popular! Though we suspect the water was still 
very cold. 

Our report on our Trail day and Gala will be in the Autumn 
Issue, and at present after Gala we currently have no 
events finalised, watch for posters, Facebook and website 
announcements.

Barr Community Association
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Another pleasant season of meetings 
have now finished for the Upper Stinchar 
WI. Over the year we have tried crochet, 
some of us for the first time or at least 
the first time in many years! We did a 
photographic walk along the Stinchar 
Valley, had a lovely dinner at Austin’s for 
our birthday party and cooked delightful 
canapes for Christmas.

Our last few meetings were filled 
with spring flowers with Yvonne Jack 
showing the way, paperbook folding with 
Kathy Wallace creating a wee army of 
hedgehogs and then entertained by the 
Cel-Tic voices on our open night. Davie 
Hunter and the girls were delightful and 
entertained us all with a lovely selection 
of songs.
 
We are busy organising speakers for 
the new year, we hope to see some 
new members for the next year as due 
to various reasons our members are 
depleting and additional members are 
needed to take this wee group into its 
90th year.

Upper Stinchar WI

Hi everyone, we are now looking forward to the better weather 
and getting out and about on our bikes. So, we have planned 
a few dates throughout the summer, where people can come 
along and join us on the trails. We will be visiting the trails at 
Glentrool, Kirroughtree and The Galloway Forest Park.

We will be meeting on Sunday mornings at Barr Village Hall 
at 9.30am on the following dates:

Sunday 30th June 
Sunday 28th July
Sunday 25th August
Sunday 29th September
Sunday 27th October

We will also be having occasional rides in between these 
dates, so don’t forget to check Barr Bikes Facebook page for 
further details of these…..

We have bikes and helmets for people who do not have their 
own. Let us know what you require by contacting Chris Gunson 
on chrisgunson@btinternet.com or via the Facebook page.

Barr Bikes

Finally, we would like to thank everyone who came along 
to the outdoor first aid course back in April, a brilliant 
weekend was had by all! And everyone passed with 
flying colours.

Look forward to hearing from you. Everyone’s welcome.
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It doesn’t seem that long since drafting the last Barr 
Parish Church article for the Stinchar Valley magazine, 
but here we are already with the Summer edition. The 
months we have been without our regular minister, 
Rev Ian McLachlan, have been challenging, but with 
the continued support of Rev. Edgar Ogston and Rev. 
Jim Guthrie the church weekly services have prevailed, 
albeit with inevitable peaks and troughs in attendance.
  
Open all year around, maintaining the church building 
and its grounds are equally important in attracting 
visitors as running events. So, as the weather thawed 
and the daffodils bloomed, we turned our attentions to 
the church grounds and set to bring order to the unruly 
perennials, overgrown grass and unkempt borders. 
With negligible attention given to the garden over 
the winter months it was no great surprise to find our 
rather dilapidated lawn mower struggling after only 
20 minutes into the task and had to be consigned to 
the skip!! The new and improved replacement certainly 
reduced the workload and in no time the church 
garden was ready in time for Spring. It was also a timely 
reminder to be mindful of our less mobile members of 
our congregation and the importance of taking time 
to visit the elderly and infirm to extend a hand of 
fellowship.
  
By now Easter preparations were under way - invitations 
and notices to be delivered, decorations to be put up 
and, thanks to Mr Alasdair and Mrs Andrea Currie, their 
creative ‘Easter garden’ was to take centre stage. Finally, 
the teacups were laid out and an array of traybakes 
completed the warm welcome for the Easter event and 
we were set to commemorate the resurrection of our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. Rev Ogston led a very engaging 
family service which drew widespread compliments 
from all quarters of the congregation. 

Clearly all our efforts were not in vain as there was a 
marked increase in attendance both from community 
members and from visitors to the village too. The uplift 
in numbers might well be a brief spike, but it does 
inspire us to continue our efforts. Indeed if the Easter 
Service is any indication of Barr Parish Church’s future 
we are truly encouraged. 
 

Now with Easter passed we are speculating what to do 
to promote the church during the summer months to 
come. If you would like to join us, our weekly service 
starts at 12.15pm every Sunday at Barr Parish Church. 
Our doors are always open.

Barr Parish Church
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Barr Farming Chat 
by Neil & Wendy Gillon

What a glorious spring and beginning to summer we 
have had in the Barr Valley this year. What a difference 
it makes when the sun is shining. Lambing has gone very 
well this year and there are lots of lambs in the fields 
and on the hills. It is lovely to see. There is nothing that 
makes you smile more than watching the lambs running 
and playing together in the fields. It always makes us 
smile.

We all appreciate the local residents and visitors to the area walking 
responsibly with their dogs on leads. This is a brilliant example of 
dog owner etiquette and responsibility when out on a walk.
  

It is widely known that we should all be walking with dogs on leads. 
At lambing time, the ewes and the lambs are extremely vulnerable. 
Dogs will injure and kill ewes and lambs easily when allowed to 
run free in and around the lambing fields. This is horrible and heart-
breaking for the owners, livestock and farmers alike, we therefore 
all appreciate the care and responsibility which the owners take. 
Remember too that the dogs don’t have to be killing the sheep and 
lambs to be shot, farmers can legally shoot dogs even if they are 
distressing the sheep, this no one wants to witness.
  
Also, just a word of caution. Many people walk their dogs up forestry 
roads, allowing the dogs off leads to roam free safely. There is other 
wildlife in the forest e.g. hares and rabbits. Dogs off leads will often 
chase them, there, they can lose their bearings and before you know 
it end up in a field of sheep. From there who knows what might 
happen. Especially when there is more than one dog. It is wise to 
remember that all our pets are only a few generations away from 
being working or hunting dogs and it doesn’t take much for their 
primitive instincts to kick in. It would be safer to keep one dog on a 
lead and only let one off up these tracks in the forest, as two dogs 
running together are more likely to continue the chase, not listening 
to their owner.
 
We have often seen the locals out walking their dogs with leads on 
and your responsibility is very much appreciated.
  
All day, every day, we are out and about on the quad bikes. In and out 
the fields and are often moving sheep along the roads. We have also 
noticed and appreciated the cars being driven slowly along. Stopping 

to allow us to pass and the drivers and passengers often taking videos 
and photographs, smiling away. This is nice to see for us all. Frequently 
cars come round a corner and come face to face with us walking ewes 
and lambs back to their home fields. For your sensitivity, slow driving 
and respect, we thank you all.
  
Please give us a wave or stop and chat when you see us out and 
about. Enjoy the sunny days and the beautiful sight of the spring 
lambs jumping and running happily in the fields. 

A final word of caution... if Neil is looking 
a bit crabbit, then maybe it’s best just to 
keep going 

This prestigious award was won recently by our own Andrea Jones 
who, with her husband, runs the boutique B&B, Alton Albany, on 
the edge of our beautiful village. The pictures in the church article 
are courtesy of Andrea as are many images found on Facebook and 
Instagram. 
	
Andrea has published books on Gardens, Garden Design and many 
pictures are attributed to her books and garden articles in the likes 
of the Sunday Telegraph.
	
The judge’s comments: Andrea’s images capture the essence of 
the gardens, people and plants with an intimacy and variety that 
gave her the edge over the other finalists, as well as consistently 
demonstrating photographic excellence with her composition and 
lighting skills.

Picture shows Andrea Jones with Gordon Rae 

The Gordon Rae Photographer 
of the Year Award
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Barr Primary School
Piping and Drumming display
Ross Miller and Graham Fullerton came to Barr Primary with 
pupils from Girvan Academy who were all studying the bagpipes 
and drums to showcase what they had learned since transitioning 
from primary school. The pupils and staff were all thrilled with 
the performance and two of our own P7 pupils who are studying 
the drums at Barr Primary were given the opportunity to perform 
alongside the seniors. 

Scottish Afternoon
An afternoon of Scottish poetry, songs 
and dancing began with Hamish 
Denham kindly volunteering to pipe 
in the haggis. The afternoon saw the 
pupils recite their Scottish poems in 
front of a panel of judges, parents and 
friends. Marley McRae won the overall 
trophy and was invited to the Barr Burns 
Supper to perform for their invited 
guests. Marley is photographed with 
Andrew Gillen receiving her trophy.

Ayrshire Roads Alliance Gritter 
Competition
Pupils from across Ayrshire were invited 
to take part in a competition to name 
a gritter. The junior class all submitted 
their chosen names and later were 
delighted to hear that Mason Wright’s 
gritter name ‘The Ice King’ had been 
chosen as a winner. The ‘Ice King’ came 
to visit Mason at Barr for a photograph 
and a representative from Ayrshire 
Roads Alliance presented him with his 
winning prizes.

History Alive in Scotland
Kathryn Purchase from History 
Alive in Scotland spent two days 
with the pupils presenting fun 
demonstrations about life in 
Medieval Times, the coming of 
the Normans, the reasons for 
and the construction of castles, 
the training of knights & foot 
soldiers, food & dining, hobbies 
in Medieval times, medicine and 
more.  

Easter Sunday Afetrnoon Tea
The Parent Council organised an Easter Tea to 
raise funds for the school summer trip. Parents 
donated home baking which along with tasty 
sandwiches provided a fantastic spread for 
visitors. A fantastic amount was raised at 
another well supported event for the school. 
Huge thank you to everyone involved.

Extension
Clark Contracts are now on site at school and 
works have started on our new extension. 
Everyone is very excited about returning 
to school after the summer break to a new 
extension and refurbished main building. The 
school, the building team and South Ayrshire 
Council will work hard to minimise disruption 
and ensure the health and safety of all staff, 
pupils and the wider community.
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FIRST JACK AT Barr Bowling 2019
This year’s President of Barr Bowling Club, Alison Milroy, 
delivered the first jack to get the season underway.

	 Members, under the direction of green-keeper Alan 
Ringrose, have worked hard during the close season to get the 
greens in good condition and are looking forward to welcoming 
new members and guests to play in the village this year.
	 The club will take part in the Maybole and District League 
fixtures this year as well as the British Legion Cup and will also 
be looking forward to hosting players from other villages to the 
Open Pairs and Triples competitions, taking place on Saturday 
20th July and Saturday 7th September respectively. See our 
Facebook page for up to date notices.
	 Membership figures are, once again, this year looking very 
healthy.
	 President, Alison Milroy, getting club competition under 
way, wished all members and their guests an enjoyable year both 
on the greens and socially.

Stinchar Valley Quilters
We were very pleased to welcome a visitor from 
Gosford, near Sydney Australia, to one of our 
recent meetings. Monica is the sister of Colmonell 
resident and a member of this magazine’s editorial 
board. Howard had heard of the quilters through 
the magazine and as his sister was an avid quilter 
took the time to contact us to arrange a visit.
	
Monica brought along one of her quilts which 
she had given to Howard and we then exchanged 
ideas over the course of the evening. Howard had 
to drag Monica away as once quilters get together 
there is no stopping the chat!

Barr Wee Gallery
With the sun shining and the village buzzing 
with visitors our wee gallery reopened for the 
2019 season. It was lovely to see new artists 
being featured alongside the popular Aye Glass 
items. The weather at Easter brought many 
visitors and the gallery will be part of the Carrick 
Art Trail again this year.
 
A short walk from the village hall to the historic 
Kirk Angus takes you to this delightful wee art area. 
They will be open each weekend till September 
and support the village Gala on 1st June. If you 
are looking to visit outside of a weekend then a 
call to Merlin can arrange a wee opening.

Watch the Barr Village Facebook 
or website for event dates.

The quilt group meet Monday and Wednesday 
nights in Barr Village Hall. We are a self-help group 
and welcome all quilters. Trips are also planned 
following the success of our wee day out at the 
SEC for the Knit and Stitch Show. We are busy 
using up our spare and scrap material making wee 
quilts to donate to Linus Project, full report in next 
magazine, and planning our next quilt show for 
August 2020!. 

Follow us on Facebook.
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COLMONELL

Colmonell Fun Week Princess for this year will be Abbie Robertson, who will be 
attended by ladies in waiting Trina Ucaker and Maham Khan, as well as page 
boy William Hart. Abbie will open the Fun Day at 1pm on Saturday 8th June at 
Colmonell playpark, where there will be a range of entertainment including Bunny 
Luv petting zoo, Stinchar Valley Pipers, inflatable assault course and bungee run 
and Girvan archery club! All the usual stalls and teas will also be available.

The Fun Week activities will be as follows:

Monday 3rd June – first round football tournament and children’s sand art
Tuesday 4th June – first round football tournament
Wednesday 5th June – quiz night
Thursday 6th June – semi-finals of football tournament
Friday 7th June – clay pigeon shoot and children’s disco with Roadrunner
Saturday 8th June – Fun day
Sunday 9th June – Final of football tournament

For more information on activities taking place during the fun week see local press, ‘Colmonell’ Facebook 
page or contact Lynne Hyslop on 07823440483.

Colmonell Fun Day 2019

Gilbert
In Colmonell we are very fortunate to have what is known as 
the Kirkhill stretch of the River Stinchar,  owned by Gilbert 
Browne, on our doorstep. Gilbert bought the stretch about 
15 years ago and  has very much encouraged  community use 
since then.  Responsible dog owners are actively welcomed, 
and the bankings are kept strimmed for ease of walking - 
One local described this as “Colmonell’s best asset”. It is not 
only appreciated by Colmonell residents but also by walkers 
with and without dogs from the surrounding area, including 
visitors to the village. The gentle bubble of the water, the birds 
singing and if you’re really lucky, a glimpse of the very elusive 
kingfisher make for a relaxing stroll on the well kept paths. 

Gilbert has worked with Colmonell School staff and pupils 
over the years and projects include tree planting, erecting 
nest boxes and encouraging walkers to pick up after their 
dogs by putting up “poo bag” dispensers at different 
points on the paths.  Fruit trees bring insects and birds, as 
well as beautiful blossom in spring.  Future  plans include 
encouraging budding ornithologists and naturalists - staff 
and pupils all appreciate how lucky they are to have this 
amenity available for them and  hopefully this partnership  
will continue to benefit all concerned for years to come.

All of this is here for the community to use, while Gilbert 
receives no grant funding of any sort - we really do 
appreciate our “best asset”.
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Easter Club
Children enjoyed activities in 
Colmonell Community Centre 
on two Thursday afternoons 
over the Easter holidays, which 
included making crafts, baking, 
indoor games and playing 
rounders. People came from Colmonell, Pinwherry, 
Pinmore and Ballantrae to join the fun, and the 
children used their baking and crafts for a coffee 
morning on Saturday 13th April which raised £98 for 
youth group funds. Thanks to all who came along to 
Easter club and the coffee morning, and to Dawn, 
Mark and helpers for organising the activities.

Colmonell Community Association were successful 
in securing £1000 funding from a participatory 
budgeting event which will go towards running costs 
for a summer club for children, and a bus trip for 
everyone taking part in summer club. We are looking 
forward to it already!

Youth group
Colmonell youth group has got off to a great start after being 
set up in March. Children aged from 8-16 years attend each 
Friday night from 7-9pm. So far, the group has had a pizza 
making night, film night, baking, crafts and archery, and there 
are always board games, a pool table, table tennis and computer 
games available for young people to try. The cost is £1 per child 
which goes towards club running costs. Girvan archery club 
come on the 4th Friday of every month to offer a session from 
7.30-8.30pm. It is open to both children and adults and is also 
very successful. All are welcome to attend and we would also 
be grateful to anyone who would be interested in volunteering 
to help at youth group. 

Contact Mark Bradley on 07397971937 for more information.

Problems with Colmonell’s Septic Tank 
by Heather O’Hare
 
I realise this isn’t the usual subject for an article in this mag, but it does have a bearing on the 
whole of our community so please bear with me. During the dry spell last summer, the septic 
tank that serves Colmonell was discharging effluent into the River Stinchar, despite the tank 
having its annual emptying/service in May 2018. The discharge was very evident due to the 
low water levels, but presumably this has happened at other times. The “Septic Tank Team” at 
Scottish Water assure me that this discharge/pollution is caused by a blockage in the tank, which 
is caused by “inappropriate materials”, e.g. wipes, cotton buds, being flushed down our toilets.
	 Perhaps not everyone is aware that Colmonell has its own septic tank, or what effect flushing 
non-degradeable items will have on our local ecosystem? Hoses and pipes become blocked, 
leading to effluent seepage and pollution of our rivers and waterways. Cleaning products e.g. 
bleach can also cause damage to the tank. Nothing should be flushed down the toilet except 
sewage and toilet paper.

For more info see:-   https://scottishwater.co.uk/you-and-your-home/septic-tank-emptying/
looking-after-your-septic-tank

If anyone finds the tank leaking in the future, please call Scottish Water on 0800 0778 778 as 
soon as possible. Please help to keep our rivers and environment as pollution free as possible 
- thank you.

Pilates

Beginners and intermediate level 
Pilates style classes are being run by 
Lyn Brooks on a Thursday night in 
Colmonell Community Centre, from 
6pm. The classes take place in 6 
week blocks, and fees can be paid in 
full at the start of the block, or per 
night. Pilates aims to improve core 
strength for the spine and pelvis 
through a series of exercises which 
incorporate breathing, posture 
and control. A class will work on 
balance, strength, flexibility and 
posture and can be adapted to suit 
each individual’s ability. If you are 
interested in attending contact Lyn 
Brooks on 01465 821 413.

Colmonell Village ... new website 
Our new website created by local resident Martin Ramsay is up 
and running.

       http://www.colmonell-village.co.uk

It is an exciting development and gives us the opportunity to 
bring together contributions from everyone, including story-
telling, events, useful information and local services. It will also 
link across to the village Facebook page etc. It is being set up 
with the specific potential of generating a small income stream 
for the village.

Please go on-line and apply to join as a resident and become a 
potential contributor!

Come and learn more about it at the village fun day on 
Saturday June 8th

See you there. 
Howard Wilkinson CDG   Vice Chair
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Colmonell Women’s Institute 

By the time the magazine has gone to press we will have had 
our final meeting at Craigiemains Garden Centre. During 
the meeting we will have supper and receive reports from 
the Treasurer and Secretary and award the Points cups for 
the competitions during the winter. Also, our Annual Trip to 
Gretna Outlet Centre is being held on Saturday 25th May.

When the new season starts on September 11th we will 
not be part of the Scottish Women’s Institute. We will still 
be a Women’s group with talks and demonstrations and 
Competitions. The name of the group is open to suggestion … 
possibly “Stinchar Valley Women’s Group”?! But if anyone has 
a more appropriate name please let some of the committee 
know.

thanks  
Margaret Robertson 01465 881352

Colmonell Baby & Toddler Group

An Easter Egg hunt was held at the baby and toddler group 
on Friday 29th March. The boys and girls enjoyed hunting for 
chocolate eggs and making their Easter crafts. Toddlers meets 
every Friday in St Colmon Kirk Hall at the new time of 9am to 
11am. All babies and children under 5 years from the Stinchar 
Valley area are welcome, the fee is £1 per child to cover 
running costs of the group and parents provide their own 
child’s snack. During the summer holidays the group hopes to 
continue to meet every Friday at different venues including 
the park, garden centre and soft play, so that bigger brothers 
and sisters are also able to attend. 

For more information, or to keep in touch via the Colmonell 
Toddlers Facebook page, contact Eileen McCutcheon on 
07730602677.

SCIO registration for Colmonell

Colmonell Community Association has recently become a SCIO (Scottish 
Charitable Incorporated Organisation) Charity Number SC049177. 
This group aims to benefit the community of those who live, work or 
have an interest in Colmonell, and current group membership includes 
representation from the village hall committee, Colmonell Bowling Club, 
Colmonell Primary School Parent Council, Colmonell Development Group, 
Colmonell Baby & Toddler Group, Girvan & South Carrick Community 
First Responders, Colmonell & Lendalfoot Community Council, St Colmon 
Church, Colmonell Angling Club and Stinchar Valley Gardening Club. The 
SCIO status means that the organisation can, if the community wish, 
acquire land or property, enter into leases and employ people to carry 
out its work. A Board of 6 trustees has been appointed and we have also 
begun to create a register of members who will be eligible to have a vote 
on the work of the SCIO.

If you would like to join the SCIO as an individual member, or to represent 
an organisation, please contact Lynne Hyslop on lynnehurcomb@
hotmail.com. There is no obligation to attend meetings (although new 
faces are always welcome) but membership would allow you to have 
a say in the work of the SCIO and the development of Colmonell. The 
first project will be the purchase of the public toilets in Colmonell. South 
Ayrshire Council have refurbished the toilets to allow the community to 
buy them for a nominal fee, with a view to reopening them for public 
use. We hope that visitors and locals will be able to ‘spend a penny’ in 
Colmonell again before too long!

Daniel has been granted a place at the United Space School in Houston, 
Texas during July this year. The United Space School is an international 
program that brings together 50 students from over 25 countries, to the 
University of Houston Clear Lake, in order to design a ‘Manned Mission to 
Mars’. This is the link to Daniel’s GoFundMe page for further information...

https://www.gofundme.com/tothe-moonandback

Daniel Conlan - To the Moon and Back

Local resident Daniel Conlan received a donation of £150 from 
Colmonell and Lendalfoot Community Council. Irene Conaghan 
member of CLCC had the pleasure of presenting Daniel with his 
cheque.
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Scots’ Poetry Competition 
Pupils from Primary 1 to Primary 7 performed their Scots’ 
poems, judged by Denis Reid of the Carrick Burns Club.  
Denis remarked on the very high calibre of poetry 
performance in everyone.  This year’s poetry winners in 
each category were: 
P1— Zara Mullan—Mince and Tatties 
P2—Alastair Shankland—Oor Dentist 
P3—Lucy McCutcheon—The Hen’s Lament 
P4—Peter Bradshaw and Tyler Muir—A Dug, A Dug 
P5—Freya Martin—Lament for the Lost Dinner Ticket 
P6—Abbie Robertson—The Bogle 
P7– Euan Milroy—Address tae the Haggis 
 
 
On 21st February  
Nursery & P1-7 
visited Burns’ 
Birthplace 
Museum in 
Alloway. 
 
 
Community Action Groups 
Social Afternoon 
Each Friday 
Afternoon, 
members of the 
community were 
welcomed into 
our school to 
socialise with the 
young people in 
this group. They played games, were offered refreshments 
and had the chance to chat and listen to music. 
 
Heathy Eating 
Each Friday afternoon the 
group created a healthy snack 
using unusual and healthy 
ingredients. They prepared 
and ate their creations with 
members of the Community. 
 
 
Community Garden 
On Friday afternoons this group were involved in looking 
after the community garden. They go down to the garden to 
weed, remove old 
plants, tidy up the 
planters and hanging 
baskets and to 
prepare the garden 
for Spring and 
Summer.  Daffodil 
and tulip bulbs were 
planted. They also 
planted bulbs and 
seeds in pots for the spring. They painted the pots carefully  
 

 
to resemble minions. They sprayed old tyres to use as 
planters, prepared cable drums for painting and 
undercoated a pallet for a Colmonell Primary School sign for 
our part of the garden. 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind – Sponsored Blindfold Afternoon 
Children have been 
learning about Guide 
Dogs for the Blind in 
school and wanted to 
help raise funds to train 
future guide dogs and 
help those who are blind 
and partially sighted.  A 
sponsored blindfold 
afternoon was held in March.  Parents generously 
sponsored us by sending in five pence pieces which raised 
£90.50 – thank you!  We have also been collecting empty 
crisp packets which will help us look after the environment 
and raise money to support Guide Dogs for the Blind. 
 
ACE Activities 
Pupils from nursery 
through to P1-7 have 
taken part in many 
activities from Bushcraft 
to Archery 
 
 
Big Booky Breakfast – March 
The school celebrated Book 
Aid International though 
World Book Day by holding 
a “Big Booky Breakfast” for 
pupils, staff and members 
of the community.  
Children, staff and some 
parents came to school 
dressed in their pyjamas, 
bringing with them their 
favourite teddy bear and 
book to read.  We raised 
£35 for Book Aid International which will help to send books 
to children around the world. 
 
Scots Afternoon – March 
Parents were invited into school to enjoy an afternoon of 
Scottish entertainment with singing, dancing and recitation 
of Scots’ Poetry. 
 
Easter Service and Spring Tea 
Parents and friends in the community enjoyed an Easter 
Service in school in April, followed by a Spring Tea in the 
Church Hall.  Thank you to all who attended and for all the 
lovely donations of baking and donations for the Easter 
Hampers. Miss Sharon Hastings won the adult hamper and 
Kara Walker the children’s hamper.  Thank you also to Mrs 
Claire Pirrie for all her help with the Spring Tea.  £201.80 
was raised for Marie Curie. 

COLMONELL PRIMARY SCHOOL
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BALLANTRAE
Ballantrae Community Association 
by Laura Cunningham

The Community Association held its AGM on Monday 25 March 2019. 
All existing office bearers stood down and the following were elected 
for 2019-20: Chair Laura Cunningham; Secretary John Thorburn; Treasurer 
Stacey Stewart; and Bookings Secretary Lynn Neild.  
	 This year’s Gala Party were selected and they will be: Queen Kelsey 
Edwards; King William Whittington; Attendants Lily Kosak & Kaci Thomson; 
and Pageboys Conor Cowieson & Archie Stewart.

	 	

	

After the AGM a separate Gala planning meeting was held. The current 
format for Gala is unsustainable as there are too few volunteers to help 
organise and run the day. The current events team have decided to run 
this year’s Gala with the focus on the crowning ceremony and fundraising 
for local groups. All the events on Gala Day will take place in and around 
the hall between 1pm and 4pm and will finish with the Gala Dance in 
the evening. Keep an eye on the village Facebook Events page for further 
details.
	 We recently applied to the Ballantrae Community Fund and were 

awarded £1,644 for replacement blinds for the hall. The new blinds will be 
blackout blinds. The existing blinds were removed when the hall windows 
were replaced last year, but most of them were past their best and some 
no longer fitted the new windows. Provision of new blinds will assist with 
cinema screenings, theatre events and will also help retain heat during 
the colder months.
	 We also applied to the same fund for a 
24 hour access AED or defibrillator and have 
been awarded £1,360. We were approached 
by the local Community First Responders 
about installing a 24 hours access AED as 
currently when the SCOTMID shop is closed 
the village has no AED cover. We secured 
funding from the British Heart Foundation 
for the provision of an AED, however we are 
required to contribute £600 and the cabinet 
and installation for the AED. The balance of the cost for the works, is 
covered by the Ballantrae Community Fund grant. The AED will be sited 
on the exterior of the Community Hall and will be registered with the 
Scottish Ambulance Service. We believe that this will be an invaluable 
asset for the community as well as users of the A77 as the next nearest 
AED is in Lendalfoot.
	 It was decided at the AGM that the BCA will set up an ‘Ecobricks’ 
collection point in the hall and that in conjunction with the Ballantrae 
Trust and the School we will look into a project to use the Ecobricks. 
All local residents and groups are welcome to contribute to the project. 
Instruction on how to make an Ecobrick can be found at: https://www.
ecobricks.org/
	 And finally Ballantrae Early Years Nursery have moved back to their 
wonderful newly refurbished school so things are starting to get back to 
normal at the hall. Any groups or individuals who would like access to the 
hall please do not hesitate to contact me or collect a booking form from 
the hall.

Laura Cunningham, 831785 
or lauracunninghamruby@hotmail.co.uk
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The Ballantrae Trust 
by Andy McAlpine

By the time you read this we will have had our first full year as a Trust Board 
and we will have held our second AGM. Our aims are simple - to ensure 
that Ballantrae remains a great place to live, work and visit and we do that 
by supporting local businesses, encouraging tourism and developing unique 
events for locals, surrounding communities and visitors. And we’ve had a 
good first year.

Our focus in recent months has been on building a new all-encompassing 
Ballantrae website www.ballantrae.org.uk , putting more resources into 
the Play Park Development project to help move it forward as it enters a 
critical stage, and exploring whether we should buy the King’s Arms for the 
community. 

The website has now gone live at www.ballantrae.org.uk and the Multi Use 
Games Area (MUGA) is being constructed as I write this. As most people in 
the village and surrounding area will be aware, the King’s Arms has been 
on the market for some time. The Trust has applied for and been successful 
in securing funding to carry out a number of preliminary surveys needed to 
inform any subsequent actions. If the outcome of these surveys is positive, 
there will then be a full community consultation about whether there is 
support for the “buy option”. Only then will the Trust decide whether to 
apply for funding for the actual purchase. As you will appreciate, it is likely 
to be a fairly long-term project and we will keep you informed of progress.

A recent meeting of interested parties on tourism issues discussed how 
Ballantrae and its tourism businesses can take advantage of the many 

opportunities about to present themselves, increase bed nights, and 
income. Elsewhere in this magazine you will find details of these tourism 
opportunities and some of our other activities - the new Ballantrae website, 
our Music, Theatre and Cinema programme, plans for this year’s Ballantrae 
Festival of Food & Drink, and more information on progress on the Play Park 
Development.

I am delighted by the way Trust membership has grown from 30+ at this 
time last year to over 130 at the end of April. Anyone can become a member 
of the Trust providing you agree with the aims of the Trust. The Trust Board 
meets monthly and minutes are now available on the Trust page of the new 
Ballantrae website www.ballantrae.org.uk . 

We are looking for assistance with the following projects:

•	 The Play Park and Recreation Ground Development 
•	 Helping with the Ballantrae Festival of Food and Drink 2019 on 8/9 June
•	 Cultural Activities (Music, Theatre, and Cinema) 
•	 Supporting Local Businesses and Tourism

If you would like to get involved with any of these projects or 
would like to contact us please email our Development Officers 

Chris or Anna at ballantraetrust@gmail.com or drop in on them in 
the Community Hall on a Wednesday between 11am to 2pm if you 

have anything you’d like to ask or discuss.

Our New Ballantrae Website
by Dan Cunningham

Over the last 2 months, a small sub group from the Ballantrae Trust has 
been working with Peninsula Design, based in Wigtown, to build a new all-
encompassing Ballantrae village website; www.ballantrae.org.uk. 

Our vision for the website was to provide a contemporary online presence, focal 
point & valuable resource for visitors, locals and surrounding communities. 
Anything you want to know about Ballantrae, you should find it here!

For visitors we have provided a ‘one stop shop’ for tourist information relating 
to Ballantrae and this corner of South West Scotland. We have mapped 
out places to stay and eat locally with details and links to websites where 
available; material from our Visitor Information Point (VIP) in Craigiemains 
Garden Centre has been exploited to provide people with places to visit and 
things to see and do on a “day out” from Ballantrae.

For residents of Ballantrae the ‘Living in Ballantrae’ page brings together 
valuable information about the village’s various organisations such as the 
Community Council, the Community Association, BRICC, the Primary School, 
the Medical Centre, the Ballantrae Trust and our various village groups, 
explaining who they are, what they do and how to contact them. There’s a 
directory of Ballantrae businesses along with their contact details. Additionally, 
this page includes the village diary and posters of forthcoming events and 
activities. You’ll also find current and back copies of Ballantrae News, the 
Stinchar Valley Magazine and Smugglers’ publications.

With the help of Christine and Keith Brown we have updated Ballantrae’s 
‘Historical Timeline’ and started to populate it with pictures. This will continue 
to be “work in progress” for the foreseeable future.  

We are grateful to all who have contributed so far, including Digital Boost 
Scotland and the students from Glasgow Caledonian University for their 
advice and feedback on how Ballantrae is viewed by the outside world, 
both on the web and on social media. Their feedback has been invaluable.  

We hope that the new website proves to be a valuable resource, relevant 
to villagers and visitors alike and representative of our vibrant village life 
to the wider community. It will continue to develop and evolve over the 
coming months and years, so look out for new content and new features.

If you run a local business or are involved in one of Ballantrae’s many 
groups and have information you would like to see added, or amendments 
made, please get in touch. 

Email:  ballantraetrust@gmail.com. 
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Return to Ballantrae
We are back in Ballantrae! After two “Exceptional 
Closure Days” on Monday 15th and Tuesday 16th 
April to allow staff to ensure that everything was 
ready, children returned to Ballantrae Primary School 
and Early Years on Wednesday 17th April with great 
excitement. The refurbishment of our school has been 
completed, with only one or two small snagging issues 
to finish off. As most of you will have seen, the outside 
of the building is looking great, the inside is even 
better. Following our return, we invited parents, carers 
and our community to visit our new school and to have 
a coffee. 

We would like to thank Girvan Primary School pupils, 
staff and parents for making us very welcome during 
our decant from Ballantrae. Everyone has been 
incredibly kind and welcoming and gone out of their 
way to make our stay the best it possibly could be. 
Many, many thanks, Girvan Primary School!

Ballantrae Primary School

Swimming
Since January, all of our Primary children have experienced a block 
of swimming and what a success this has been. During the summer 
term, our Early Years Class will also have the opportunity to develop 
their swimming skills, meaning that ALL Ballantrae children will 
have had the opportunity to have swimming lessons this session. 
What an achievement! This will hopefully continue next session.

Badminton
Well done to those Primary 5-7 children, who participated in this 
year’s cluster Badminton League. Ballantrae Primary School were 
the worthy winners, and a group of four children went on to 
represent our school at authority level. Whilst they didn’t win at this 
level, a great performance was put on by Ceilidh, Kelsey, Codie and 
Wallace. Well done Team Ballantrae.

ACE days 

During term 3, Primary 1&2 have enjoyed learning outdoors with 
ACE. Our children have been to the beach for an adventure, taken 
part in some bushcraft skills and built some dens. Term 4 sees the 
turn of P3&4 and also P5-7.

Scots Poetry
Well done to our Scots’ Poetry winners. Each year the 
standard of poetry performance improves, and this 
year was no exception. The standard was outstanding. 
This year’s winners were:

P7	 Arran	 Address to a Haggis

P5	 Noah	 The Whistle

P5	 Sarah	 Ballad of Janitor McKay

P4	 George	 The Boy on the Train

P3	 Rhiannon	 The Circus

P2	 Connor	 Nessie

P1	 Mya	 The Wee Rid Motor

As part of our learning about Scotland and all things 
Scottish, we had a visit to Burns’ Cottage and the Burns’ 
Birthplace Museum. The children took part in a range 
of activities, finding out about the life and work of 
Robert Burns and a great day was had by all.  
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Our next fund raiser is a sponsored walk on Sunday 19 May when we 
will walk from Auchenuflower around the Laggan Circle.

Thank you for your continued support with this community project.

Fiona 	 07917133220  	 info@auchenflower-cottages.co.uk                
Cheryl 	 07767081602                                   
Kenny 	 07837385213      
Chris Hanna 		  ballantraetrust@gmail.com

Play Park 
Development Group 
by Fiona Stevenson

We are delighted to see the MUGA construction is now in progress 
with work finally beginning on 25th April. Thanks to Ken Edgar and 
his team for patiently working alongside us whilst we waited for 
funding and planning approval.
	
Cheryl and I met with the Ballantrae Trust Board in March to discuss the 
various phases of the project, how it originated, and some of the challenges 
we have faced along the way. The phases include replacing the goalposts 
(done), the installation of the MUGA (underway), renovating the seating 
area with sensory panels and the installation of a trampoline. Future 
phases will include replacing more of the play park equipment, introducing 
some new equipment, (suggestions welcomed), and a “Circuit” around 
the perimeter of the Recreation Ground. Exercise equipment has been 
requested and discussed for adults, with the possibility of placing these 
strategically around the Circuit.
	 The Trust Board agreed to devote additional support to the sub group. 
Claire Mills, Aylie McIlwraith (Board members), Chris Hanna (Development 
Officer) & Anna Butler (recently appointed Development Officer) will now 
join Cheryl, Kenny & myself to move this project forward. Our priority for the 
next few months is to ensure that the MUGA, seating area and trampoline 
elements of the project are progressed and completed for use by the 
community this year, 2019. Ideally by the summer holidays!
	 Several grant applications have been submitted for the remaining 
funds required to purchase the ground trampoline which the sub group 
hopes to have installed immediately after the MUGA installation has been 
completed. A funding application has been submitted to Ayrshire Leader 
towards the redevelopment of the seating area to make it accessible to all 
ages and abilities. We understand a decision is expected towards the end of 
April.
	 If you would like to help us move the various stages of the project 
forward please get in touch as we would love to hear from you. Many hands 
make light work!

Play Park residents welcome contractor

Good progress after the first day’s work
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Ballantrae Music, Theatre & Cinema

In April the Trust welcomed the Girvan Folk Festival Outreach 
Concert with The Barrstools; David Rankin; and Davie Hunter, Lorna 
McColm and Beatrice Clark for a superb evening of traditional music. 

Our next theatre production in partnership with the Ayrshire Rural 
Touring Network this time is “549 Scots of the Spanish Civil War” 
on Tuesday 18 June at 7.30pm presented by Wonder Fools. This play 
tells the true story of four miners who travelled from the streets of 
Prestonpans in East Lothian to the valleys of Spain. They gave up 
everything that was familiar for a people they had never met, and 
for a cause they believed was right. 549 is an insight into one of 
Scotland’s almost forgotten conflicts.

On Sunday 18 August we have booked the Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra 
to play in Ballantrae just weeks after they return from their tour of 
Japan.

Look out for more details of these and other forthcoming 
productions.

Ballantrae Open Flower Show
Remember it’s not just about flowers! There are 
also sections for vegetables, flower arranging, 
baking, preserves and handicrafts.  You can 
enter as many or as few classes as you like.  
Please don’t be put off by thinking that what 
you have grown or made is not good enough 
to enter, just have a go, you never know you 
might win a prize!

There are also a children’s section with classes 
from pre-school age to 16 years. There are a wide variety of classes 
to choose from and children’s classes are free to enter. Each entry in 
the children’s classes which is awarded first, second or third wins a 
rosette as well as prize money. So why not encourage your children 
to have a go at making some entries during the summer holidays?

Schedules, priced at 50p are available from 1 Ailsa Drive, Ballantrae 
or from Craigiemains. 

Please come along and support this traditional event. Entrance is £3 
which includes a delicious cream tea.

We look forward to seeing you at our annual Flower Show on 
Saturday 17th August 2019 when doors open at 2pm.  
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This term has been another extremely busy one. In January we held our Burns Supper with a traditional 
Scottish meal. The entertainment was provided by our Beavers, Cubs and Scouts, and the evening was 
a huge success. A big thank you to Lynne and Brian McIlwraith and Dr Tom Smith for their assistance 
in helping us raise £1110 for Group funds as a result of our Annual Scout Auction, and to everyone 
else who supported us by donating items or bidding on the day. Our 2019 Beach Clean was held on 
Tuesday 26th March. As a result, a lot of rubbish was removed from our lovely wee stretch of beach at 
Ballantrae. Some well-earned refreshments sponsored by The Ballantrae Trust were served round the 
campfire afterwards. Thank you to everyone who came along to help. 
	 Our Beavers had a fun packed sleepover in Colmonell Church Hall in February where they made 
pizzas, watched movies and went on a river walk. The Cubs held a “History of Ballantrae” scavenger 
hunt where everything was hidden at local historical sites with clues to follow. They also visited the 
Coastguard Station and got to try out some of the equipment. The Scouts are pleased to be back 
outside again and in March went on an incident hike in Glennap forest as part of their Emergency Aid 
Badge where they had to make stretchers and transport an “injured patient“ to the roadside.
	 We have recently changed our Group neckscarves from the plain yellow we had worn for many 
years to a more modern and vibrant Stewart Black tartan - and all are agreed they look very smart.  
This move was generously supported by the Ballantrae Community Fund. 
  	 Looking ahead we have activity days planned for all 3 sections including Beaver paddleboarding 
and Cub and Scout raft building and canoeing. Our Cubs have just had their 2 day Easter camp at 
Culzean, and were basking in glorious sunshine through all their activities and challenges - a rare 
treat when camping in April in Scotland! Our Beavers and Scouts will have the opportunity to camp 
this term too and a “tough mudder” is planned for our Cubs and Scouts on the 27th of April. 
Our Annual Review and AGM will be held on Tuesday 11 June at 7pm in the Community Hall when 
we are hoping for a good turnout of parents and supporters. We’ll be showing you some pictures of 
what we’ve been up to during the year and we’ll have a hamper kindly donated by Nestle to raffle!
 	 Our Scouts will be heading to Charnwood International Camp in Leicestershire along with 
4570 other campers from 32 different countries in July. As a result of grants from the Ballantrae 
Community Council, Carrick Futures Small Grants Scheme, and Barrhill Community Interest 
Company we are currently purchasing camping equipment to take with us as well as kilts for our 
Scouts to wear as we not only represent Ballantrae but Scotland! 
	 We still have some spaces for Beavers, Cubs and Scouts. If you / your youngsters would like to 
join us you’ll be very welcome. Contact Kate 07765490649 for Beavers, Charlotte 07388909328 for 
Cubs and Wendy 07831370514 for Scouts.

Ballantrae Scout Group 
by Wendy McKechan

Ballantrae Bowling Club 
by Anne McCulloch

Our season opened on Saturday 20 April. The club meets on a regular basis – 
Sunday and Wednesday evening at 7pm, and Thursday afternoon at 1.30pm 
with other club games played throughout the season. Membership for 2019 is 
Adult £35, and for this year we are promoting junior membership. No fee for 
juniors this year! Come and have a go at bowling with no obligation to join. 
Tournament dates for your diary:
 
Open Triples – Saturday 15 June
Bowler/Non Bowler Day – Sunday 7 July
Open Pairs – Saturday 13 July
Invitation Pairs – Saturday 31 August

If you are interested in joining, please get in touch with me on 07917843135.

Club President Stuart Clarke with the first jack being thrown by Club Secretary Anne McCulloch

The Ballantrae SWI 
by Jessie Brown

Ballantrae SWI have just 
recently celebrated our 89th 
birthday with a lovely meal 
in BRICC House made by 
Linda Lyle and her helpers. 
We had a cake baked and 
decorated by Hon Member 
Rosemary Stevenson. On 
Saturday 18th May we are 
planning to have our day trip 
to Cardwell Garden Centre, a 
few hours in Largs, and then 
on to Gailes Hotel for a meal. 

Next year’s syllabus starts on Monday 2nd September 
at 7.15pm in the Community Centre. We hope to have 
an interesting special year with book folding, flower 
arranging and a cooking demonstration. We have a 
crochet class on the 14th October at 1.30 pm. 

For more information on our activities or to join, please 
telephone me on 01465831544.
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BALLANTRAE CHURCH 
LINKED WITH 

St COLMON CHURCH
Our churches are seeking a minister, but all services and activities continue 
as God is ever present and working in our lives. Your support is vital, and 
we look forward to welcoming you to any service or event.

Our interim moderator, Dr. James Anderson, ensures a minister or worship 
team leads Sunday services and will arrange a minister to conduct any 
baptism, wedding or funeral. Contact details are:

Interim Moderator: 
Dr James Anderson - 01465 710059
Email – jc.anderson2@talktalk.net

Ballantrae Parish Church Session Clerk: 
Mrs Claire Strain – 01465 831246  
clairestrain@live.co.uk / www.ballantraeparishchurch.org.uk                        
Scottish Charity No. SC008536

St Colmon Parish Church Session Clerk: 
Mrs Claire Pirrie - 01465 841644
stcolmon.sessionclerk@gmail.com / www.stcolmonparishchurch.org.uk
Scottish Charity No. SC014381                                                                      

We are also on Facebook as ‘Ballantrae Church’ and ‘StColmon Church’.

SERVICES
Ballantrae Parish Church
11:30am every Sunday in Ballantrae with Sunshine Club for all children 
up to 12 years old. On the first Sunday of each month at 3pm a liturgical 
and ecumenical service is held in Glenapp Church and followed by 
refreshments. 

St Colmon Parish Church
10am every Sunday in Colmonell. Children are welcome at all services with 
books and toys provided. For those who find the church steps a challenge, 
the service on the last Sunday each month is held in the Kirk Hall, which 
has full disabled access. At 3pm on the third Sunday of each month a 
service is held in Barrhill Memorial Hall. All services are followed by 
refreshments in the Kirk Hall.

Ballantrae & St Colmon (Arnsheen Barrhill & Colmonell) Churches 
Moving Forward.

We are actively seeking a minister and would appreciate your help so please 
let us know of any minister you think we could invite for an informal visit. 

We are actively seeking a minister and would appreciate your help through 
prayer and by telling us if you know of a minister you think we could invite 
for a visit. 

Our Churches continue to do God’s work and can arrange visits for anyone 
at home or in hospital. The Data Protection Act prevents hospitals and 
GPs contacting ministers, so please let us know of anyone who would 
appreciate a visit. Please get in touch and don’t assume someone else will 
do so. 

Please support your Church and help us to actively fulfil our calling to 
spread God’s Word to everyone. 

Did you hear the bells?
On Thursday 18th April Church of Scotland churches joined churches 
nationwide to ring their bells for 7 minutes at 7pm as a mark of respect 
and support for Notre Dame Cathedral. 

Ballantrae Dates for your diary
Built in 1819 Ballantrae Church will commemorate its 200th Anniversary 
and the Best of Ballantrae on Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th September.

Saturday 1st June - Fundraising Cream Tea for Malawi
Saturday 8th June - Home baking at Ballantrae Food Festival
Saturday 27th July - Ballantrae Church Annual Summer Fair

MONTHLY EVENTS 
IN ST COLMON KIRK HALL, COLMONELL

All are welcome to these free events. Donations towards expenses are welcomed.   

	 1st Thursday: Bible Study
 	 Over a coffee discover how the Bible, the No. 1 bestselling 
	 book, is relevant in our lives today.

	 2nd Thursday: Food & Friendship – join us for a pot luck 
	 supper. Just let Claire Pirrie know for catering numbers. 

	 3rd Friday: Filling Station – 7 for 7.30pm Woodland Bay 
	 Hotel, Girvan. An evening of contemporary worship music 
	 and inspiring speakers.  

	 4th Saturday at 10am Prayer & Praise 
  	 Our world and our communities need prayer, so please join 
	 us for a time of praise music and prayer.

COFFEE @ KIRK
Every Wednesday St Colmon Kirk Hall is open between 10am and 12noon 
for coffee, tea, biscuits for the price of a donation. Books are available to 
borrow or buy. Every 7 weeks a podiatry clinic is held. Contact Claire Pirrie 
to book an appointment.

EASTER
Messy Church for Easter at St Colmon saw 14 children enjoy an Easter 
Egg Hunt, music, create Easter bonnets, stained glass crafts, and decorated 
pebbles before a brunch feast.

Easter Sunday at 7am 20 people (and Molly the dog) 
gathered at Ballantrae harbour to begin a day celebrating 
Christ’s resurrection and thanking God for the gift of his 
Son, Jesus, who died on the Cross to take away our sins. 
Now He lives, and when we put our faith in Him and ask 
for his forgiveness, we start a new life leading to eternity 
with Him.

Gospel of John 3:16  
“16 For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.”
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by Mhairi McKenna
  
The Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink returns this year and it’ll be held over two 
days - Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th June. We are busy working to make this year’s 
event the best yet!
 
Join us at Ballantrae harbour for an exceptional showcase of the very best of 
Scottish Food & Drink. There are already over 45 stalls booked, selling the very 
best from our region and beyond. In addition, we have an exciting line-up 
of cooking demonstrations, street food vendors and a free children’s kite 
workshop - all included in the ticket price ensuring there is plenty to keep the 
whole family entertained. Full Festival information is available on the new 
website www.ballantraefoodfest.com.

We’ll be joined by Szymon Szyszczakiewicz from Foragerium who will inspire you to forage and live 
seasonally, contacting with nature. Join Szymon for guided foraging walks on both days, learning how to 
safely identify and sustainably harvest delicious wild edibles. 

Saturday 8th June is “World Gin Day” so we are celebrating with a mini Gin Festival within the main Festival. 
Over a hundred gins will be available to experience and several to buy. And not to mention the 8th of June 
is World Day for the Oceans…let’s see where this leads the cookery demonstrations.

Ballantrae’s own limited edition “Ballantrae Gin” has been commissioned by the Festival, 
developed in conjunction with Pixel Spirits Distillery and produced at their Gin School 
in Ballachulish. It celebrates the coastal location of Ballantrae and its release coincides 
with World Gin Day. Each bottle will be signed by the Master Distiller and individually 
numbered. It will be available to purchase from the Pixel Spirits stand at the Festival, 
however we are offering an opportunity to pre-purchase a bottle ahead of the Festival to 
avoid disappointment. The cost is £39 per bottle. If you are interested please contact either 
Chris Hanna or Anna Butler on ballantraetrust@gmail.com.  Please note - pre-purchased 
bottles will not be available for collection until Saturday 8th. 
 
A free shuttle bus service will be running from Girvan, Stranraer and the Stinchar Valley route throughout 
the day and there will be free parking alongside the A77 near the event. A full timetable will be available 
from the website.
 
We’d like to thank our funders Ballantrae Community Fund, Carrick Futures, Kilgallioch Community Fund 
and the Scottish Regional Food Fund. Without their support we couldn’t make it happen. A big thanks 
also goes to our sponsors; South West Scotland Community Rail Partnership, McCulloch Rail, Lagganhouse 
Country Park, The McKinstry Company, Glenapp Castle, Ayrshire Food Network, J Pieroni & Sons and 
Galbraith Pritchards.

We look forward to seeing you there!
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NEW YEAR, NEW START WITH AMBITION

To arrange  
a meeting with the  

Business Gateway team  
about your business start-up,  

call 01292 616 349.

Above: Lorna Stevenson is our 
latest recruit for the AMBITION 
programme. 
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PINWHERRY & PINMORE

What a great Easter Egg Hunt in the sunshine 
at Pinmore Church. The poor eggs suffered 
in the heat so the children were hunting for 
liquid eggs but lots of fun was had by all! 
Many thanks go to the mums who organised 
it, to Mrs P for judging the decorated eggs, the 
Coltman family for the use of the Church and 
Garden, our volunteer traffic wardens and the 
ladies who made the tea. See you all next year!

Easter Egg Hunt

CREAM TEA 
AT PINMORE 

GREEN 
Pinmore, 5 miles South of Girvan on A714, KA26 0TR 

 
24th August 

Saturday 

2pm – 4pm 

£3.00 – tea for one 

Local produce sales table 

 
A village fund raising event hosted by the Pinwherry SWRI 
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by Moira McAlpine

As I write this, the clock is telling us that summer is here but the weather 
has been saying other-wise! After the lovely spell in February, the poor plants 
here on the coast have been battered by the high winds and rain. Easter was 
glorious, so that more than made up for lost time.

At the gardening club in February, we were treated to a wonderful talk by 
Angus Hogg who lives in Crosshill. Angus described the amazing variety of 
birds he spots in his garden and illustrated his talk with photographs of 
species ranging from hawks to finches and many more. He thinks he is on 
the flight path for migratory birds, hence the variety.

In March, Denis Reid gave us a masterclass on keeping outdoor Bonsai. He 
encouraged us all to have a go at this fascinating hobby which originated in 
China. Denis explained how to choose your plant, what type of container to 
use, what soil / compost you need and how to maintain your spec-imen. A 
very informative and inspiring talk.

I have mentioned previously that the club was delighted to receive a donation 
from Annie Duffy’s family. Annie, a keen gardener and long-standing member 
of the club, sadly passed away last year. As a lasting legacy, and in her 
memory, the club purchased a data projector which will be used by members 
and visiting speakers alike to assist with presentations.

At our AGM on 17 April, our new committee of Sue Royce, Linda Bruce, 
Lynn Neild and Gavin Fairbairn was formed. They will be finalising the club’s 
summer garden visits. At the time of writing we are looking forward to our 
Spring lunch at the Fernhill Hotel in Portpatrick on 8 May.  

After the successful lay-by clean up by members of the Gardening Club and 
others last year at Easter time, some are going to repeat the venture again 
on the B734, and on the A714 between Pinmore & Barrhill. After the first big 
clear up, the lay-bys have stayed quite a bit cleaner, so it’s hoped the task 
will be a lot easier this year.

If you would like to join the club or just find out more about what 
we do, please contact Sue Royce (tel: 01465841267)

Happy gardening!

STINCHAR VALLEY GARDENING CLUB

PINWHERRY & PINMORE 
COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
SUPPORT COSTS FOR TRANSPORT TO AND FROM 
MEDICAL SERVICES

It is now over two years since Pinwherry & 
Pinmore Community Council instigated a 
scheme to assist residents with the cost of 
transport to and from medical services. This 
scheme has been very successful and, so far, has 
paid out over six hundred pounds. The scheme 
gives a generous mileage allowance or pays full 
public transport costs. The application form is 
simple and easy to use, and all details remain 
fully confidential. The scheme does not arrange 
transport. The application form is available on 
the Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council 
website, from ppcctransport@btinternet.com or 
from Joy Chamberlain on 01465 841211

SWIM OR GYM?
If you are under twenty years of age 
or are aged over 60 and live within the 
Pinwherry & Pinmore Community Council 
area, you can still apply for a free three 
month membership of the Quay Zone 
Girvan. This can be either a swimming 
membership or, if over 16 years of age, a 
gym membership. 

Application forms are available 
on the Pinwherry & Pinmore 

Community Council website, from 
mechamberlain@btinternet.com 

or by phoning 01465 841211
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Stinchar Valley Photo Group 
by Karen Stewart

Our guest speaker at the March 
meeting was Allison Thorburn 
who talked about, and showed 
us, a fabulous selection of 
underwater photographs she 
had taken when diving in the 
Caymen Islands. She had never 
been very interested in taking up 
scuba diving but when she saw 
the world underneath the surface 
of the water - the coral, the fish 
- and even the sharks - she was 
captivated as were we by her talk 
and her photographs. 

We are grateful to the Ballantrae Community Council & Carrick 
Futures Small Grants Scheme for funding a mount cutter which 
will allow us to encourage our members to print and frame some 
of their best pictures (something so far we have never been able 
to do) in preparation for our very first exhibition later this year. 
Once purchased, our intention is the cutter will be available to 
photographers and other artists in the Stinchar Valley.

We intend to have a few more speakers / practical evenings in BRICC 
House but when the better weather comes we intend to be “out 
and about” on meeting nights. We meet on the last Thursday of 
the month throughout the year (except December). We are a small 
informal group that encourages more people to take better pictures. 

Why not come and join us? 
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                   A Simple Game-Changing Tool For your Business (Or Life) 

There is a powerful tool for your business that
really is a game changer in getting super 
productive. 
It's the most simple tool, but it's a mighty tool even 
for its size! 

Now, don't get underwhelmed when I share it with 
you because it's just about going right back to
basics. If you apply this to your business every 
single day you will get the most important things 
done each day. 

Running a business isn't just about being 
productive, it's about being smart. 

So here it is, drum roll please.... 

Write down your top 3 Most Important Tasks, and
then do them. That's it! 

Oh, okay, then it wasn't a drum roll moment, but
what about a little toot?! 

Seriously, apply this to your day. It's something 
that makes the single biggest difference to what I 
achieve in my day. I use it ALL of the time and it
moves me from overwhelm into super 
productivity! 

Here's how to make it work really well for you 
though, a few more powerful steps: 

Write down everything you need to do, I mean 
EVERYTHING. Then start to prioritise the
important things.

Now, don't go telling me that they are all a priority, 
that's not possible. Check out the dictionary 
definition of the word 'priority'! They might all be
important, but there will be those that HAVE to get 
done. Choose those top 3.

One method that I've used over the years is
ABC,123. 

You do the brain dump first, then go through the 
list and mark the super important ones that have 
to be done today as A, then you do the ones that
should be done with a B, and finally the ones that 
could be done with a C. Then prioritise them with 
the number 1, 2, 3 etc. So you may have a list 
something like this: 

A1  Follow up with my client 
A2  Write my blog post 
A3  Do a FB live 
B1  Write a newsletter 
B2  etc... 

What happens if a more urgent job comes up?
Simple, you just add a little star and slot it in
where it needs to be. Here's the new version: 

A1  Follow up with my client 
A2  Write my blog post 
A3*  Speak to 3 people about my new programme 
A3  Do a FB live 
B1  Write a newsletter 
B2  etc... 

The one with the star bumps the one without. 
Simple. 

By doing this you will start to notice where you're 
wasting time. Maybe you have a lot of C's. Make a 
decision to park the C's and pop a date in your 
diary to follow up on them. That way you're 
closing the loop for your brain and it will know that 
you're dealing with them at a future date, and it
will stop you worrying about them. 

So there you have it, a game-changing technique 
to apply to your business. It totally works!!!! 

Work on the stuff that matters! It's time to work 
smarter, not harder. 

Ruby McGuire, of Rock Your Fabulous Biz, is a 
Visibility Strategist. She helps her clients rock 
their mindset, get visible and profitable. She has 
just recently relocated to Ballantrae. 
Prior to running her own business, Ruby worked 
in HR for 11 years. Her last role was Head of HR
encompassing training, recruitment and
employment law. She contributes to the 
International Coaching News Magazine, Inspired 
Coach Magazine, and writes guest articles for
various online sites, contributing monthly to the
Coaching Tools Company blog. She’s the author 
of Ruby's Visibility Tips & runs her own podcast 
show, Rock Your Fabulous Biz. 

A Simple Game-Changing Tool For Your Business (Or Life)
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Most of us spend most of our working lives to provide for our 
families yet more than six out of ten Scots risk their assets 
passing to people they would not want to inherit their estates 
purely because they have not written a Will or the Will they 
do have is hopelessly out of date.

A lot of people assume that everything will pass automatically 
to their loved ones but this is not always the case, particularly 
if you are not married or if you have children from a previous 
relationship or you are separated but not divorced or simply 
co-habiting.  In any of those circumstances there may be 
clashes and conflicts and often the person you wish to inherit 
will be left out in the cold. 

Special cases apply to people who own shares in businesses or 
an interest in a partnership and it is essential that if you wish 
the business to continue or your share to pass to a specific 
individual that is made clear in your Will.

At The McKinstry Company we have several specialists who 
can advise you and prepare a Will which is tailor made to your 
personal circumstances and ensure that your loved ones are 
not put through additional stress and anxiety at what is a very 
sad time.

Debbie Dunlop and Thiona McQuiston are the Partners in 
our Private Client team based in Girvan and Ayr respectively 

and have experience in advising individuals and families on a 
range of private client and family matters. Examples include 
ensuring that a wife is provided for whilst protecting the 
interests of children from a previous marriage, we can help 
ensure elderly and vulnerable relatives are cared for and we 
advise family business on succession planning ensuring the 
business will pass from one generation to the other. We pride 
ourselves on being a Law Firm for Life which means ensuring 
that our solicitors have the training and expertise which is 
required to deliver a quality service.
  
Debbie Dunlop is also STEP qualified and holds the STEP 
Advanced Certificate in family business advising.  Those 
qualifications set the bench mark for professionals who want 
to work with family business clients. Putting in place a Will to 
deal with your plans on succession and a Power of Attorney 
which is a life time management tool to ensure that if you 
become incapable your affairs are properly managed might 
not be top of your agenda but they are things which you 
should prioritise if you want to ensure that your family are 
looked after when you are no longer here to do that.

If you would like to speak to Debbie or Thiona please call 
01465 713 118 or 01292 388067. 

Don’t leave your loved ones picking up the pieces after you’re gone.
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ENJOY RECEIVING AND READING 
THE STINCHAR VALLEY MAGAZINE?

We would love to know what you think of the 
magazine. As you may be aware our funding to produce 
the magazine comes from Hadyard Hill and Carrick Futures community 
wind farm benefit funds. We would like to give our funders feedback 
from local people who receive the magazine so if you want to share your 
thoughts you can email:-  

stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk  
or write to Stinchar Valley Magazine. 

Tourism Issues 
by Andy McAlpine, The Ballantrae Trust

Two of the three aims of the Ballantrae Trust are to support local businesses and encourage tourism 
(the third is to develop unique events for locals, surrounding communities and visitors). Over the last 
couple of months we have been gathering information on a number of opportunities about to present 
themselves which have the potential to support local “tourism businesses” by increasing bed nights and 
profits for accommodation providers and increasing profits for others. These opportunities include:

	 The Coig (similar to North Coast 500 and SW 300) - 5 circular routes with 
	 Ballantrae as the southernmost community in Route 1 “The Shire”
	
	 Ballantrae’s new Website which will build on the information in our 
	 Visitor Information Point at Craigiemains and will showcase Places to Eat, 
	 Places to Stay and Places to visit locally
	
	 The “PLACE in the Biosphere Project” for the Stinchar Valley and its potential 
	 to raise awareness of the Valley as a destination for visitors
	
	 VisitScotland’s themed year “Year of Coast and Waters 2020”
	 The Biosphere’s planned Scotland-wide Unesco designated sites trail linking 
	 6-8 sites including our Galloway and Southern Ayrshire Biosphere
	
	 The A77 upgrade / Ayrshire Growth Deal / SW Coast 300 / and possibly a Galloway National Park

……….there may be others.

There is strong current evidence that external partners such as VisitScotland, South Ayrshire Council 
tourism, Digital Tourism Scotland, Scottish Enterprise and others are prepared to listen to local community 
voices - perhaps more than they have done in the past - and to work with us as equal partners. But, for 
our part, we need to be better coordinated locally. We also need to gather some basic data on which to 
develop our plans.

At a recent meeting, colleagues well connected in tourism matters and I agreed a number of specific 
actions including developing stronger links with local “tourism businesses” to help increase bed nights 
and profits, clarifying what’s special about “Ballantrae as a product” and identifying, with the help 
of external partners, how we can work together so that, as a community, we can benefit from the 
opportunities mentioned above and help them deliver their objectives. 

The things listed above (in paragraph 2) are coming our way. We can either let them happen to us 
or we can identify ways in which all of our local “tourism businesses” can be better connected and 
more proactive. If you are a local “tourism business’” will you work with us to take advantage of the 
opportunities? If so, please give me a call or drop me a line at andy.mcalpine@btinternet.com. I’m sure 
it will be an interesting and hopefully rewarding journey!
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Date	 Event	 Location
01/06/19	 Barr Village Gala	 Barr
01/06/19	 Ballantrae Church Malawi Link Afternoon Cream Tea	 Ballantrae Church
03/06/19	 Fun Week 3rd - 8th June	 Colmonell
08/06/19	 Fun Day	 Colmonell
08/06/19	 Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink 	 Ballantrae Harbour
09/06/19	 Ballantrae Festival of Food & Drink 	 Ballantrae Harbour
18/06/19	 “549 Scots of the Spanish Civil War” Ayrshire RTN	 Ballantrae
21/06/19	 “Facebook for Business” 	 Ballantrae Community Hall
29/06/19	 Craft and Local Produce Fair and BBQ	 Pinwherry
06/07/19	 Ballantrae Gala Day & Gala Dance	 Ballantrae
14/07/19	 Ballantrae Market	 Craigiemains Garden Centre 
20/07/19	 Barr bowling club open pairs competition	 Barr village
27/07/19	 Ballantrae Church Summer Fair	 Ballantrae Community Hall
TBC	 Community Garden Open Day (July)	 Colmonell
03/08/19	 Kirk Fair	 Colmonell
10/08/19	 Colmonell Agricultural Show	 Colmonell
11/08/19	 Ballantrae Market	 Craigiemains Garden Centre
17/08/19	 Ballantrae Open Flower Show	 Ballantrae
18/08/19	 Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra	 Ballantrae Community Hall
22/08/19	 Barrhill in Bloom judging day	 Barrhill
24/08/19	 Cream Tea on the Green  (SWI)	 Pinmore Green
02/09/19	 Ballantrae SWI first meeting of the season	 Ballantrae Community Hall
07/09/19	 Barrhill Flower Show	 Barrhill
08/09/19	 Ballantrae Market	 Craigiemains Garden Centre
28/09/19	 The Best of Ballantrae exhibition	 Ballantrae 
29/09/19	 200th Anniversary of Ballantrae Parish Church	 Ballantrae Church
10/11/19	 Remembrance Sunday Service	 Ballantrae War Memorial/Church
07/12/19	 Barrhill Christmas Craft Show	 Barrhill
11/12/19	 Ballantrae Senior Residents’ Christmas Party	 Ballantrae Community Hall
14/12/19	 Ballantrae Children’s Christmas Party	 Ballantrae Community Hall
24/12/19	 Watchnight Service in Ballantrae Church	 Ballantrae Church
31/12/19	 Ballantrae Hogmanay Dance	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Wanted: Photographs for the Stinchar Valley Magazine 
Are you a budding photographer? The Stinchar Valley Magazine wants to share with everyone what a beautiful place we live in 
and the great things happening. We are looking to create a bank of images that we can use for our front cover and back cover 
and in the magazine. If you have any photographs that you are happy for us to use that you have taken (we will give you full 
credit when we publish the image of course) then please share them with us. 

A couple of things to bear in mind: the higher the resolution of the image the better for printing so for example if you have a portrait mode image you 
think may be suitable for the front cover we recommend at least 2000 pixels wide X 2300 high. Also Stinchar Valley Magazine will be written across 
the top if it’s a front cover image so that has to be considered if you think you have the perfect front cover! 

You can email images to: stinchar-valley-magazine@hotmail.co.uk

Village Events
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Regular meetings and clubs
Meeting/club	 Day	 Frequency	 Time	 Location

Badminton	 Tuesday	 Weekly (September to July)	 6pm-8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Craft Group	 First Thursday of month	 Monthly	 7pm-9pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Club Diamonds Keep Fit	 Monday	 Weekly 	 7pm-8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Pilates Style Class	 Wednesday	 Weekly	 7:15pm-8pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Film Night	 Fourth Saturday of each month	 Monthly	 7pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Playgroup	 Thursday	 Weekly (term time only)	 12-2pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Bowling Club Whist	 4th Friday	 Monthly	 7pm-10pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Barrhill Community Council	 Last Wednesday of month	 Monthly (except Jul, Sept & Dec)	7pm	 Barrhill Memorial Hall

Stinchar Valley Quilters	 Mon and Weds	 Weekly	 6.30 - 9pm	 Barr Village Hall

Upper Stincher SWI	 3rd Thursday of the month	 till May	 7pm	 Barr Village Hall

Barr Wee Gallery	 every weekend 	 From Easter till Sept	 11am-4pm	 Barr Wee Gallery

Stinchar Valley Photo Group	 last Thursday of the month	 Monthly	 7.30pm	 Ballantrae, BRICC house

Ballantrae Community Council	 last Tuesday of the month	 Monthly (except Jul & Dec)	 7pm 	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Ballantrae Bowlers	 Sun, Wed & Thurs	 Sun & Wed	 7pm	 Ballantrae Bowling Club

		  Thurs	 1.30pm

Country Dancers	 Thursday	 Weekly (Sept - Mar)	 3pm-4.30pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Toddler Group	 Monday	 Weekly	 1.15pm-2.45pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Church Guild	 Monday	 3rd Mon 	 7.15pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Ballantrae Scout Group	 Tuesday	 Weekly  	 6pm-8.30pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Scottish Womens Institute	 Mondays 	 1st Mon	 7.15pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Youth Club	 Wednesdays	 Weekly	 7pm	 Ballantrae Community Hall

Ballantrae Crafty Bees	 Mondays	 2nd & 4th Mons	 7.30pm	 Ballantrae, BRICC House

Community Lunch Club	 Thursday	 Weekly	 12.30pm 	 Ballantrae, BRICC House

Community Tuesday Club	 Tuesday	 Weekly	 2pm-4pm	 Ballantrae, BRICC House

Ballantrae Wombles	 Thursday		  10am	 Meet outside Scotmid shop

Club Diamonds Keep Fit	 Monday		  2.30pm-3.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Graceful Years	 Wednesday		  2pm-5pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Brownies	 Wednesday		  6.30pm-8pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Scottish Womens Institute	 2nd Wednesday of the month	 Starts in September		  Colmonell Community Centre

Peep for babies and toddlers	 Thursday		  10.30-11.30am	 Colmonell Community Centre

Pilates style Keep Fit Class Intremediate	 Thursday	 6 week blocks	 6pm-6.45pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Pilates style Keep Fit Class Beginners	 Thursday	 6 week blocks	 6.45pm-7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

The Valley Choir	 Thursday		  7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Whist Drive	 1st Friday of the month 		  7.30pm	 Colmonell Community Centre

Stinchar Valley Gardening Club	 3rd Wednesday of month	 September to April	 7.30pm 	 Colmonell Church Hall

Colmonell Bowling Club 	 Monday  and Wednesday 	 April-September 	 7.00pm	 Colmonell Bowling Club

GIrvan Archery Club 	 4th Friday  of each  month 		  7.30pm-8.30pm 	Colmonell Community Centre 

Colmonell Youth Club 	 Friday 		  6.30pm-9.00 pm	Colmonell Community Centre

Scottish Womens Institute	 2nd Monday of the month 	 Starts in September	 7.30pm	 Pinwherry Village Hall
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